
 

 

Proclamation 
  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Vancouver has been named a "Tree City USA" for the twenty-sixth consecutive 
year and has received the “Growth Award” for the ninth consecutive year in recognition of its 
excellence and commitment to ongoing urban forestry programs for planting and 
management of trees to maximize their benefits; and  

 
WHEREAS, Arbor Day was first observed in 1872 with the planting of more than one million trees in the 

state of Nebraska; and 
 
WHEREAS, Washington, the "Evergreen State," has celebrated Arbor Day since 1917; and Arbor Day is 

now observed throughout the nation and around the world; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Vancouver proudly flies the Tree City USA flag during the month of April; and 
 
WHEREAS, Vancouver’s Arbor Month 2015 events include: a community tree planting at Meadow Homes 

Park  on April 4; the annual Arbor Day Ceremony with a ceremonial tree planting at Marshall 
Community Park on April 8; a proper pruning workshop in Uptown Village on April 11; and 
many other events throughout April; and 

 
WHEREAS, trees enhance our lives by supporting clean water; improving air quality; producing oxygen; 

reducing runoff; moderating  temperatures of rivers and creeks; reducing erosion and 
compacting precious topsoil; cutting heating and cooling costs; reducing stress; and by 
providing food and habitat for wildlife; and 

 
WHEREAS, trees help build community and beautify neighborhoods; and wherever they are planted, trees 

are a source of joy and spiritual renewal. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, I, Timothy D. Leavitt, Mayor of Vancouver, do hereby proclaim the month of 
April as Arbor Month and recognize April 8, 2015, as:   
 

"Arbor Day 2015" 
 

in the City of Vancouver, and urge all citizens to join with our Urban Forestry Commission in our 
continuous efforts to properly plant, care for and protect trees for the well-being of present and future 
generations; and we invite  everyone to join us for the Arbor Day Ceremony at Marshall Community Park at 
12 p.m. on Wednesday, April 8.  
 
 FURTHER, I encourage all citizens to make Arbor Day every day throughout the year by caring for 
existing trees, planting a new tree, or simply enjoying the benefits that trees bring to Vancouver, helping to 
keep our city green and growing into the future. 
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set 
my hand and cause the seal of the City of 
Vancouver to be affixed this 6th day of April, 
2015. 
 
 
 
________________________________________ 
TIMOTHY D. LEAVITT, MAYOR  

 

 

 


