
WHEREAS,  both the United States Senate and the United States House of Representatives passed          
  resolutions acknowledging the genocide that the Serbian forces perpetrated in Srebrenica, and 
  all of Bosnia and Herzegovina, from 1992 to 1995; and 
 
WHEREAS,  July 11, 2015, is commemorated as the 20th anniversary of the Srebrenica massacre in which 
  at least 8,372 innocent Bosniak civilians were summarily executed and 30,000 were expelled 
  from their homes in the worst atrocity in Europe since the Holocaust; and 
 
WHEREAS,  this anniversary raises awareness of the tragic suffering of the Bosnian people and  honors and 
  remembers those who died as a result of the policies of ethnic cleansing and aggression; and 
 
WHEREAS,  on July 11, 1995, the Bosnian town of Srebrenica in Bosnia and Herzegovina, at the time a UN 
  “safe area” under international protection, fell to invading Serbian forces;  and 
  
WHEREAS,  Bosnian Serb forces deported women, children, and the elderly in buses, held Bosnian Muslim, 
  or Bosniak, males over 16 years of age at collection points and sites in north eastern Bosnia 
  and Herzegovina under their control, and then summarily executed and buried the captives in 
  mass graves; and  
 
WHEREAS,  the greater Vancouver area is home to more than one thousand Bosnian immigrants - primarily 
  Bosnian Muslims, or Bosniaks - who were displaced during the 1992-1995 war; and  
 
WHEREAS,  many Vancouver residents and organizations, including churches, mosques, synagogues, and 
  grassroots organizations, welcomed Bosniak refugees and assisted in their resettlement; and  
 
WHEREAS,  regardless of who is perpetrator or victim, all war crimes must be condemned, victims          
  remembered, and justice pursued; and  
 
WHEREAS,  the City of Vancouver recognizes the importance of this event to bring closure for the Bosnian 
  people through justice and truth. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, I, Timothy D. Leavitt, Mayor of Vancouver, do hereby declare July 11, 2015, as a: 
 

Day of Remembrance for Srebrenica 
 

And the City expresses mourning for the victims of the town of Srebrenica massacre and solidarity with the 
survivors in the campaign for justice and the search for their missing relatives, and call upon all citizens to work 
toward ending the cycle of violence and promoting peaceful coexistence among all. 

  
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 
hand and cause the seal of the City of Vancouver 
to be affixed this 7th day of July, 2015. 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
TIMOTHY D. LEAVITT, MAYOR 

Proclamation  


