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4 Major  Topic Areas 

Housing-2016 Transportation 

Healthy 
Communities 

Supportive 
Services-2017 



Why focus on housing? 

• Reviewed section on housing in the Aging 

Readiness Plan 

• Educated ourselves and others 

• Learned from community experts 

• Sought public comment 

• Identified direction towards a stronger 

housing market 

 



2016 Focus on 

Housing 
10 experts talk 

about successful 

aging in place, 

universal design and 

the housing market Monthly presentations were to: 

 

• Educate  

• Ask questions of experts 

• Seek public comment 

• Identify direction towards a stronger 

housing market 



Recommendations 
for policy direction and stronger marketplace 
 

 

Increase neighborhood functionality, connectivity 

and accessibility with a combination of 

pedestrians, cars, bikes and public transportation. 

 1. Ensure all new neighborhoods are built with sidewalks and 

curb cuts. 

2. Ensure safety and access for fire and emergency medical 

responders to reach and transport residents. 

3. Develop funding strategies for priority sidewalk 

construction, improvement and repair to connect existing 

neighborhoods. 



Recommendations 
for policy direction and stronger marketplace 
 

 

Recognize that the most practical and cost-

effective means of providing “visitable” housing 

to meet the projected need is with new 

construction. 

1. Developing standard drawings detailing construction 

specifications for expedited permit application and 

approval. 

2. Identifying tax credits, incentives and grants available 

for homeowners or builders. 

3. Identify and publicize programs such as VA assistance 

for disabled veterans 

“Visitable” is an 

emerging term 

meaning barrier-free 

housing, accessible to all 

residents and visitors. 



Recommendations 
for policy direction and stronger marketplace 
 

 

Encourage the construction of new single-family homes that 

can accommodate all residents and visitors regardless of age 

or ability by the inclusion of these design features: 

1. No-step entryway 

2. Doorways and hallways have minimum  width of 36 inches 

and lever handles instead of doorknobs 

3. Bathroom on main level with reinforced wall backing and 

space for walker or wheelchair 

4. Light switches, electrical outlets, thermostats mounted no 

higher than 48 inches and no lower than 18 inches 

 





Thank you! 
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