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Project Background 

The City of Vancouver is beginning work with the community 
to identify and prioritize potential brownfield sites throughout 
the city, conduct environmental assessments on key individual 
sites to determine  contaminants and issues involved, and 
develop clean-up plans if needed. 

Brownfields are properties previously used for industrial or 
commercial activities that may have resulted in low level soil 
contamination from oil-related or hazardous materials. 
Redevelopment of brownfields can help use existing land 
efficiently, create jobs, revitalize neighborhoods, increase 
property values, and reduce health risks.  

This project is intended to further these goals by working with 
interested property owners to determine site environmental 
constraints and facilitate clean-up if needed. Participation is 
voluntary. The project is funded by a recent $400,000 
Brownfields Community Wide Planning Grant from the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency to complete the work over 
the next three years. Stantec Consulting has been hired to 
assist with the project. 

    

 

 
 
 

Grant Funded Activities for 
Eligible Properties 

 
Phase I Environmental Site Assessments 
Phase I ESAs are reviews of existing 
environmental information, including 
previous permits, historical documents, or 
other information about site conditions to 
identify potential barriers to 
redevelopment. Up to 16 Phase I ESAs will 
be completed citywide. 
 
Phase II Environmental Site Assessments 
Should a Phase I ESA identify 
environmental concerns, a Phase II ESA 
may be conducted. These include testing 
soils and groundwater samples and/or 
hazardous building materials, to determine 
if impacts exist that require cleanup. Up to 
10 will be conducted citywide. 
 
Cleanup Planning  
For sites with confirmed impacts, cleanup 
planning may be completed.  This 
includes analysis of cost-effective cleanup 
options for anticipated redevelopment 
alternatives. While the grants do not fund 
cleanup activities, the City will work with 
owners, developers and local stakeholders 
to help secure funding needed for site 
cleanup. Four clean-up plans will be 
completed.  
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Project Timeline  
 

Spring 2014 Summer 2014 through 2015 Fall 2014 through 2016 
- Review and update existing  

Vancouver brownfields information 

- Convene Task Force 

- Identify key subareas for enhanced 
focus 

- Identify potential sites and interested 
property owners 

- Begin Phase I Environmental 
Assessments 

 

- Begin Phase II Environmental 
Assessments 

- Complete remediation (cleanup) 
plans 

 

 
Additional Information 
 
For more information, contact Bryan Snodgrass, City of Vancouver Project Manager, at 360-487-7946 or 
bryan.snodgrass@cityofvancouver.us, or visit the project website at 
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/ced/page/citywide-brownfield-assessments-project 

Site Eligibility  

For qualifying priority sites, ESAs and cleanup 
action planning can be conducted at no cost 
to the property owner.  Eligibility is determined 
on a case-by-case basis and requires U.S. EPA 
approval.  Generally, a property must be 
impacted by the presence or potential 
presence of a hazardous substance, pollutant, 
or contaminant and meet the following criteria: 

• Site exhibits high potential for 
redevelopment and/or economic 
development opportunities 

• Property owner did not cause the 
contamination and there is no financially 
viable responsible party 

• Property owner must provide access for 
assessment 

• Sites may not be listed on the U.S. EPA 
National Priority “Superfund” list or targeted 
for any federal or state enforcement action 

 

 
Approximately 30% of sites assessed using EPA 
funding are typically found to have no significant 
environmental impairments.   For these sites, the 
assessment process eliminates uncertainty, 
enhancing property values and marketability.  For 
sites where environmental impacts are documented, 
property owners and developers can be relieved of 
the costs of initial assessment activities.  

 

Vancouver Brownfields Success Story: Esther Short Commons  
(Former American Legion Hall) 
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