
 

As part of the communitywide effort to respond to the housing affordability crisis in Vancouver, the City 

is seeking input on proposed updates to zoning regulations for Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs). 

 

 An informal open house for interested public will be held on March 7 from 5 to 6:30 p.m. at the 

Vancouver Housing Authority at 2500 Main Street. 

 The Vancouver Planning Commission will hold an informational work session on March 14, and 

then a public hearing open to full public testimony on April 11 at 6 p.m. at Vancouver City Hall, 

415 West 6th Street.   

 On April 24, the Vancouver City Council will hold a work session. A public hearing will be sched-

uled later this spring. 

 

Accessory Dwelling Units or ADUs are small additional residential units with kitchen and bath facilities 

built on existing residential properties. They can include conversions of existing basements, conversions 

or additions to garages, or new backyard cottages. They are intended to provide additional options for 

homeowners, help meet housing needs for aging or special needs family members, and help maintain 

housing affordability for all as communities grow. They are also intended to be part of residential 

neighborhoods, without creating significant conflicts.  

 

Yes. Since 2000 City zoning regulations have allowed ADUs up to 800 square feet or 40% of the main 

home size, whichever is less. This has resulted in approximately 10 units or fewer built per year citywide. 

The existing standards have not been updated in over a decade, and amendments are being con-

sidered to better respond to the overall housing affordability crisis, provide more options for aging 

populations, and fit in with neighboring properties.
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Initial drafts for community and stakeholder feedback have the following features: 

 Maintains the existing limit of one ADU per property, maintains the existing base maximum size 

requirement of 800 square feet, maintains requirements that ADUs be visually subordinate to the 

main house, and maintains requirements that ADUs meet setback and building code requirements. 

 Maintains requirement that ADUs include one on-site (not on the street) parking space and allows 

the space to be a shared tandem parking in driveways. 

Proposed changes:  

 Adjusts ADU size requirement, allowing the ADU portion to be up to 50% of the size of the main 

home instead of 40%, provided it does not exceed the 800 square foot limit. 

 Adjusts to allow ADUs contained entirely within an existing basement to exceed the 800 square 

foot limit. 

 For new detached ADUs in back or side yards, allows the visible length of the front elevation to 

be up to 50% of the main home, instead of 40%. 

 Eliminates requirement that ADUs match the design of the main home.  

 Allows ADUs smaller than 300 square feet in size as long as they still meet minimum Washington 

Building Code requirements for a residential unit. 

 Allows ADUs and the main house to be either owner or renter occupied, similar to all other types 

of housing citywide. 

 

Contact Bryan Snodgrass at the City of Vancouver at 360-487-7946 or bry-

an.snodgrass@cityofvancouver.us  

Accessory Dwelling Units 


