
 

 

As part of the communitywide effort to respond to the housing affordability crisis in Vancouver, the City 

is seeking input on proposed updates to zoning regulations for Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs). 

 

 An informal open house attended by approximately 40 citizens was held on March 7. The Van-

couver Planning Commission held an initial work shop on March 14. 

 The Planning Commission will hold a public hearing open to full public testimony on April 11 at 6 

p.m. at Vancouver City Hall, 415 West 6th Street.   

 On April 24, the Vancouver City Council will hold a work session. A Council public hearing with 

opportunity to testify is scheduled for June 19. 

 

ADUs are small additional residential units with kitchen and bath facilities built on existing residential 

properties. They can include conversions of existing basements, conversions or additions to garages, or 

new backyard cottages. They are intended to provide additional options for homeowners, help meet 

housing needs for aging or special needs family members, and help maintain housing choice and afford-

ability for all as communities grow. They are also intended to be part of residential neighborhoods, 

without creating significant conflicts. Approximately 65 ADUs have been permitted throughout the city 

since 2000. Standards have not been substantively updated since 2004. 
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The proposal to be reviewed by the Planning Commission includes the following features: 

 Maintains the existing limit of one ADU generally no larger than 800 square feet,  that meets set-

backs and building code requirements, with parking provided on the site.  

Proposed changes:  

 Adjusts ADU size requirement, allowing the ADU portion to be up to 50% of the size of the main 

home instead of 40%, provided it does not exceed the 800 square foot limit. 

 Adjusts to allow ADUs contained entirely within an existing basement to exceed the 800 square 

foot limit. 

 Allows ADUs to be up to 50% of the total size of structures visible from the front of the property, 

instead of 40%. 

 Lowers the maximum height limit for ADUs to 25 feet, instead of 35 feet.  

 Adjusts the design requirement, so that ADUs must be compatible with the main unit, and not use 

metal, concrete or plywood siding unless the main unit does. 

 Allows ADUs to be built on legally established lots that are smaller than 4500 square feet.  

 Allows ADUs smaller than 300 square feet in size as long as they still meet minimum Washington 

Building Code requirements for a residential unit. 

 Allows ADUs and the main house to be either owner or renter occupied, similar to all other types 

of housing citywide. 

 

Contact Bryan Snodgrass at the City of Vancouver at 360-487-7946 or bry-

an.snodgrass@cityofvancouver.us  

Accessory Dwelling Units 


