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VANCOUVER’S CITY GOVERNMENT 

The City of Vancouver has a council/manager form of government, as described in the City’s 

Charter. Vancouver’s City Charter was drafted in 1951 and approved by voters in 1952. This 

charter serves as the “constitution” of the city and guides its structure and operations.  

 

The charter is reviewed every five years by a committee of 15 citizens who then recommend 

changes or updates to city council. If approved by council, any changes to the charter must also be 

approved by voters. 

 

The Vancouver City Council has seven members, including a mayor, who are each elected 

citywide (no districts). The mayor and councilmembers all serve four-year terms. Every two years, 

one councilmember is appointed by the rest of the council to serve as mayor pro tem, who acts as 

mayor in his/her absence.  

 

The Vancouver City Council is responsible for: 

 

 enacting ordinances and resolutions 

 adopting rules and regulations 

 setting all City government employee salaries 

 adopting the budget 

 controlling indebtedness 

 issuing bonds 

 providing for independent audits of any department or office 

 appointing and removing the city manager 

 

 

Meet Your Mayor & City Council 
 

Mayor Timothy D. Leavitt was appointed to a vacant city council 

position in 2003 and was subsequently elected for full council terms in 2003 

and 2007. He was elected mayor in 2009 and re-elected in 2013. Mayor 

Leavitt has lived in Vancouver since 1980 and is a graduate of Fort 

Vancouver High School, Clark Community College and Washington State 

University, with a Masters in Environmental Engineering. He is employed as 

a Senior Civil Engineer at PBS Engineering and Environmental, Inc. 



Councilmember Jack Burkman served on the Vancouver City Council 

from 1998 to 2001. He was then elected again in 2009 and re-elected in 2013. 

Jack spent a career in engineering and management at Hewlett Packard and is 

currently a part-time consultant. He holds a degree in mechanical Engineering 

and is a Certified Professional Coach. 

 

 

Councilmember Bart Hansen was appointed to fill a vacant council 

position in  2010. He was then elected to the position in 2010 and re-elected in 

2011 and 2015. Bart has a degree in Political Science from Washington State 

University and is pursuing a Masters in Business Administration for Marylhurst 

University. He currently works as Office Services Manager at Clark Public 

Utilities. 

 

 

Councilmember Bill Turlay was elected to council in 2011 and re-elected in 

2015. He attended Willamette University and later received a degree from the US 

Naval Postgraduate School. Bill is a retired Navy carrier pilot and served in 

Vietnam. He has owned or managed several private sector companies and 

currently owns a beverage supply company with his wife. 

 

 

Councilmember Anne McEnerny-Ogle was elected to council in 2013. In 

2016, she was appointed by the council to serve as mayor pro tem. She has a 

Masters degree in education from Lewis and Clark College. Anne spent 30 years 

teaching for Lake Oswego Public Schools, where she was chair of the 

mathematics department and served as editor and author for Oregon’s State 

Math Journal.  

 

 

Councilmember Alishia Topper was elected to council in 2013. She is a 

Pacific Northwest native and graduate of Battle Ground High School. She has 

earned degrees in Psychology and Foreign Languages and Literatures from 

Washington State University and a Maser of Public Administration from Portland 

State University. Alishia currently works as the Family Community Resource 

Center’s Director of Strategic Partnerships for Vancouver Public Schools. 

 

 

Councilmember Ty Stober was elected to council in 2015. He graduated 

from Canby Union High School in Oregon and earned a Masters of Business 

Administration degree from the University of North Carolina in Chapel Hill. Ty 

has 20 years experience in sales, marketing and operations. He last served as 

an energy efficiency program manager for an organization supporting all utilities 

in the Northwest. 


