
A Land Use permit is required for: 
 

Flatwork - new, replacement, or exten-
sion of flatwork for vehicle parking or 
 maneuvering (parking pads, drive-
ways). All flatwork must be designed 
so that drainage is kept onsite, and 
parking location meets code regarding 
setbacks. 

 

Land use permits are no longer  
required for the following, unless your 
property is located within a critical area.  
 

Accessory Structures - Under 120 sq ft 
 

Fences - 6 ft or less in height 
 

Decks - Open uncovered decks under 
18” in height above grade. 

 

Even though a permit is not required, the 
work is still subject to the development 
standards contained in VMC Title 20 and 
Title 17.  
 
For questions about your property and 
critical areas or development 
standards, start by visiting: 
 

www.cityofvancouver.us/ced/page/
information-my-property 

Building permits are not required 

for minor cosmetic changes or repairs, 
such as: 
 

 painting 
 

 wall papering 
 

 tiling-green backer board required 
 

 carpeting 
 

 cabinet replacement 
 

 counter top replacement 
 

 replace single layer composition roof 
shingles (this does not include  
sheathing or rafter repair. A building 
permit is  
required whenever the replacement 
or repair involves structural elements 
such as support members or  
sheathing. 

 

 window awnings supported by an 
exterior wall which do not project 
more than 54 inches from the exterior 
wall and do not require additional 
support. 

 

 toys, swings and other playground 
type equipment that is accessory to a 
one or two family dwelling and  
playhouse under 120 sq ft. 

 

 similar finish work  
 
  
 The Community & Economic Development 
Department does not enforce CC&R’s.   
If you live in a subdivision with a     
homeowner’s association (HOA), you 
may need to get separate authorization 
from the HOA. 

 

    

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To Schedule Inspections  
 

ONLINE, Visit: 
 

https://epermits.cityofvancouver.us/webpermits/ 

 
BY PHONE, Call (360) 619-1200 
 

Have Ready: 
 

1. Permit Number 
2. 3-Digit Inspection Code 
3. Pen & paper to note confirmation number 

 
     

UPDATED September 2016 
                       

Information and prices subject to change. 

 

P.O. Box 1995 
Vancouver, WA  98668-1995 

 

(360) 487-7800 
 

TTY: 360-487-8602 

www.cityofvancouver.us 

CITY PERMIT CENTER 
 

415 W. 6th Street, Vancouver, WA 
 

Monday-Friday | 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
 

Wednesday | 9a.m. to 4 p.m. 
 

Closed daily 12:30-1:30 p.m. 
 

Cashier closes at 4 p.m. 

Important Message Lines 

Building Plan Review 360-487-7828 

Engineering 360-487-7804 

Inspection Information 360-487-7801 

Permit Information 360-487-7802 

Planning, Zoning 360-487-7803 



 

Building permits are required  whenever 
you are altering existing structural  
components, or creating new structural 
components on property located within 
the city limits.  Simply stated, you will 
need a permit to construct, enlarge, alter, 
move, demolish, and in some cases,  
repair, any one or two family dwelling or 
related structure. For example, a building 
permit is required to: 
 

 build a one or two family dwelling; 
 add a room, garage, patio cover, 

shed or any other attached structure; 
 build, demolish or move any carport, 
      garage, or  shed that is more than 

120 square feet in area; 
 convert existing non-heated space to  

habitable space such as finishing an  
      attic, garage, or basement to living 
 space; 
 cut new window/door openings or 

widen existing openings; 
 add window wells for basement  
      window egress; 
 reduce or frame in existing window  
      openings; 
 move, remove or add any walls; 
 re-roof  or repair a roof that includes 

changing the roof pitch, new  
sheathing or structural members; 

 build or replace a stairway; 
 build a deck that is more than 18” 

above grade;   

 build a retaining wall that is more than 
4’ high from the bottom of the footing 
to the top of the wall, or if the wall is 
supporting any kind of surcharge. 

 enclose a porch or add/enlarge a 
porch cover, patio cover, or any other 
roofed structure; 

 put up a fence that is more than 6’ in 
height, including arbors; 

 move more than 10 cubic yards of 
earth; 

 pour concrete sidewalks, slabs, decks 
or driveways that will be 18” or more 
above the adjacent grade or that fall 
over any story or basement; 

 install a swimming pool or pond  
capable of holding a depth of  18” or 
more of water. 

 

If you have a question about whether a  
permit is required, email or call us with 
your project details. 
 

permitcenter@cityofvancouver.us 
 

360-487-7802 
 

 

The examples listed previously were for 
instances when a building permit is  
required. In some cases, only a plumbing, 
mechanical, electrical or Land Use permit 
will be required. 

Plumbing permits are required whenever 

concealed traps, drainpipes, and water, 
soil waste or vent pipes are replaced. If 
the repair requires access through a closed 
wall or the replacement of any pipes within 
an existing wall, or if the work being done 
involves the connection to City water and 
sewer, a Plumbing permit is required.  
 

A Plumbing permit is NOT required for: 
 clearing of stoppages or repairing 

leaks in pipes, valves and/or fixtures. 
 The removal and reinstallation of water 

closets, provided such repairs do not  
      involve or require the replacement or 
      rearrangement of valves, pipes or  
 fixtures.  
 

Electrical permits are required for repairs 

within existing walls, new electrical services, 
alterations to fuse boxes, circuits and/or  
disconnects, and relocating an existing  
service. 
 

An Electrical permit is NOT required for: 
 

 minor repairs and maintenance, such as 
replacing lamps or cover plates. 

 connecting approved portable  
electrical equipment to permanently 
installed receptacles.  

 

 

Mechanical permits are required for 

new equipment installations, adding or 
replacing exhaust fans, alterations to the 
existing system or ductwork, new gas lines, 
re-routing gas lines, or re-connecting gas 
appliances. 
 

A mechanical permit is NOT required for: 
 

 portable heating, ventilation, and 
cooling appliances, including portable 
evaporative coolers. 

 

 self contained refrigeration systems  
      containing 10 pounds or less of  

refrigerant  or that are actuated by 
motors of 1 horsepower or less. 

 

 replacement of any minor part that 
does not alter approval of equipment 
or make such equipment unsafe. 

 

 portable fuel cell appliances that are 
not connected to a fixed piping system 
and are not interconnected to a power 
grid. 

 

 steam, hot or chilled water piping  
located within any heating or cooling 
equipment regulated by the current 
code.   


