
R ecreational fires are allowed in the City 
of Vancouver for recreation, cooking or 
for ceremonial purposes, however there 

are limitations.  
The size of the fire is limited to 3 feet wide and 
2 feet high.  
The material burned is limited to unprocessed 
natural firewood or charcoal.  
Burn barrels are illegal in Washington. 

Nuisances 

Outdoor fires are not allowed to become a 
public nuisance. If the wind carries the smoke 

onto a neighbor’s property you must extinguish 
the fire immediately. Outdoor fires must be at-
tended. If you leave the area, you must extin-
guish the fire. 

Burn Bans  
On rare occasions the Fire Marshal or Southwest 
Clean Air may issue a temporary burn ban in 
the Vancouver city limits. 
Burn bans may be issued for air quality reasons 
or due to unusually dry conditions in which the 
vegetation is more susceptible to catching fire.   

www.swcleanair.org  (800) 633-0709 

Outdoor Burning Regulations 

For more information, please contact the Vancouver Fire Marshal’s Office 
 Fire Marshal 

(360) 487-7260 | vanfmo@cityofvancouver.us 
www.cityofvancouver.us/fire/page/outdoor-burning-vancouver 

Is an Outdoor Fire Legal? 



Important Safety Tips 
1. Don’t burn yard debris or trash. 
2. Outdoor fires must be attended at all times. 

If you leave the area, you must extinguish 
the fire. 

3. Portable fire places are recommended if 
you want a fire near your house. If you 
choose to have an open campfire please 
keep it at least 25 feet away from buildings 
and combustible materials or vegetation. 

4. Ensure that portable fireplaces are on non-
combustible surfaces. 

5. Never use an ignitable liquid, use a small 
amount of paper and kindling to start it. 

6. Ensure that there is a mesh screen in place to 
keep ash and embers from escaping. 

7. Keep bucket of water or a charged garden 
hose nearby and ready. 

8. Keep children and pets away from the fire 
to avoid the danger of getting burned or 
breathing the smoke. 

9. Burn barrels were permanently banned by 
the State of Washington because of the 
hazards they create. WAC 173-425 

Fire Spreads 
It is the nature of fire to spread and consume. 
It must be treated with cautious respect.  
The Fire Department has responded to countless 
fires that were caused by reckless burning. 

Permanent Outdoor Fireplaces 
Outdoor fire places are allowed in Vancouver 
but a construction permit may be required. If 
you are unsure please contact Community & 
Economic Development at (360) 487-7800. 

Not a Toy 
Please teach your children never to play with 
fire and to leave fire to the adults. The conse-
quences can be devastating. 

To request other formats, please contact: 
Vancouver Fire Marshal’s Office 
(360) 487-7260 | WA Relay: 711 
vanfmo@cityofvancouver.us 


