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Recommendations 
for policy direction and stronger marketplace
Based on information from our housing speaker series and public comments, 
the Commission on Aging recommends the community discusses, refines and 
implements the following policy and marketplace solutions.

Policy direction
Encourage the construction of new single-family homes that can 
accommodate all residents and visitors regardless of age or ability by the 
inclusion of these design features:
1. A no-step entry way connected to an accessible route to the driveway or

sidewalk;
2. All doorways and hallways have a minimum clear width of 36 inches and lever

handles instead of door knobs;
3. Bathroom on the main floor with reinforced wall backing for secure attachment

of grab bars and adequate space for a walker or wheelchair; and
4. Light switches, electrical outlets, thermostats and other environmental

controls mounted no higher than 48 inches and no lower than 18 inches
above finished floor.

Recognize that the most practical and cost-effective means of providing 
“visitable” housing to meet the projected need is with new construction. 
Retrofit and remodel existing housing for aging in place by: 
1. Developing standard drawings detailing construction specifications for

expedited permit application and approval.
2. Identifying tax credits, incentives and grants available for homeowners or

builders.
3. Identify and publicize programs such as VA assistance for disabled veterans.

“Visitable” is an emerging term meaning barrier-free 
housing, accessible to all residents and visitors.
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Increase neighborhood functionality, connectivity and accessibility with a 
combination of pedestrians, cars, bikes and public transportation.
1. Ensure all new neighborhoods are built with sidewalks and curb cuts.
2. Ensure safety and access for fire and emergency medical responders to

reach and transport residents.
3. Develop funding strategies for priority sidewalk construction, improvement

and repair to connect existing neighborhoods.

Marketplace ideas
Clark County and the Commission on Aging will:
1. Collaborate with the Building Industry Association to promote “visitability”

choices for new and existing homes. Encourage the BIA to showcase a
Universal Design home in the Clark County 2018 Parade of Homes.

2. Work with housing nonprofits such as Habitat for Humanity and Vancouver
Housing Authority to ensure new affordable housing projects paid for with
private and public funds are built to allow access for all potential residents.

3. Encourage all Clark County cities to adopt “visitability” programs with
voluntary initiatives and/or code requirements.

4. Continue work with Clark County Association of Realtors to revise and
increase designations for accessible features in the use of the multiple listing
service.

Work to ensure new 
affordable housing 
projects are built to 
allow access for all 
potential residents.




