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About the Water Center 

 

Vancouver’s Water Resources Education 

Center opened its doors in February 1996, 

in concert with a new, innovative and      

advanced nearby Marine Park Water 

Reclamation Facility. Creation of the Center 

was a critical element for the Columbia 

River Renaissance project, encouraging 

residents to rediscover our waterfront and 

re-establish the historic connection with the 

Columbia River.  

 

City of Vancouver officials realized that 

along with planning and managing water 

and sewer infrastructure to meet a     

growing population and provide          

increased economic opportunities, the City 

also needs to take a strong leadership role 

in educating and advancing stewardship of 

the community’s high quality water          

resources, an important part of our        

excellent quality of life in Southwest 

Washington for residents now and in the 

future.  

 

Funding for construction of this $3.5      

million showcase water education facility 

was provided as a component of the $40 

million bond package and utility reserve 

funds secured for the new treatment plant 

construction.  

 

The Center, part of the City’s Public Works 

Department, receives ongoing funding 

primarily through Vancouver’s Water Utility 

revenues, with supplemental support from 

grants, private donations and community 

room rental income. 

 

Over the last 20 years, the Water Center 

has played a key role in boosting 

awareness about water and has welcomed 

many visitors to this unique location along 

the Columbia River.  

Mission 

The Water Center’s mission is to teach people of  all ages how to care for and 
make wise decisions about water, one of  our greatest life-giving resources. 

Introduction 
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 Water Resources Education Center 

The Water Resources Education Center 

operates within the Environmental     

Resources Division of the City of      

Vancouver’s Public Works Department.  

This division also includes the City’s   

Urban Forestry Program and Solid 

Waste Program, both of which rely on 

separate funding sources than the 

Water Center.  All of these programs 

share an educational mission related to 

communication on environmentally 

focused outcomes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are also clear linkages for the 

Water Center’s mission with the many 

other Public Works programs and 

services that are housed in other Public 

Works divisions. The following chart 

summarizes  important organizational 

connections which enhance and support 

the Water Center’s Educational mission. 

 

Public Works Divisions and Units: 

Programs Engaged in Providing           

Water and Environmentally       

Related Services 

  

 

 

Note: This diagram shows only a portion of the full Public Works 

Organization and does not include sub units/programs. 
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 The Water Center’s outreach programs 

compliment and support the Public Works 

Department’s broad mission in undertaking a 

wide range of water focused efforts by 

tailoring messages appropriate to our 

audiences. As summarized in the graphic on 

page 5, a variety of on-going activities and 

responsibilities help to protect and manage 

our precious water resources to benefit the 

community.  For example, in 2016 Public 

Works:  

 Produced 9.1 billion gallons of high 

quality, clean, safe drinking water, 

sourced totally from groundwater, to 

more than 230,000 people within the 

City and a portion of the unincorporated 

area. 

 Began the Water Station 1 Improvement 

Project, the largest rehabilitation and 

expansion project undertaken since 

World War II at this site, the City’s 

largest well field supplying about one-

fourth of the Utility’s potable drinking 

water. 

 Successfully transitioned and 

implemented a new operator for the 

City’s two wastewater treatment 

facilities, resulting in a savings to 

ratepayers of more than $1 million, 

which was reinvested back into the 

facilities to address aging infrastructure 

needs. 

 Treated 7.8 billion gallons of 

wastewater. 

 Urban Forestry  partnered with 41 

neighborhoods and Friends of Trees to 

plant 618 street and yard trees; other 

partnerships and projects resulted in a 

total of 1,378 large caliper trees 

planted.  Vancouver was named “Tree 

City USA” for the 27th year and 

received the prestigious Tree City USA 

Growth Award for the 11th year at the 

Arbor Day celebration at the Water 

Resources Education Center.  

 The City’s Surface Water Management 

program, involving multiple divisions and 

organization units shown on page 5, 

carries out many activities and 

accomplishes significant outcomes which 

are detailed each year on the City’s 

website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2016 the Water Resources Education 

Center’s key accomplishment was the 

celebration of our 20th anniversary of 

providing environmental education, 

encouraging stewardship and supporting an 

engaged and involved community (as noted 

earlier, we opened in February of 1996).  

Page 10 provides some details about 

events, programing and exhibits that were 

undertaken in 2016 linked to the 

anniversary.  

http://www.cityofvancouver.us/publicworks/page/stormwater-management-plan
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 Vancouver’s Water Resources Education 

Center receives funding within the City’s 

biennial budget and relies primarily 

upon the City’s Water Utility fund to 

cover operating expenses. For 2016, the 

total Water Utility fund operating 

budget was $42,510,000. The Water 

Center’s portion of this budget for 2016 

was $1,339,300, representing about 

3.1 percent of the Water Utility fund’s 

full budget. Actual Water Center 

expenditures for the year totaled 

$1,255,500 about 94 percent of the 

approved budget. The chart below  

summarizes how this money was spent. 

Key partnerships for the Water Center 

include Columbia Springs and the 

Vancouver Watersheds Alliance.  

Through annual grants each of these 

organizations contribute to the City’s 

goals of providing effective outreach.  A 

small portion of the noted professional & 

contracted expenditures below as well 

as funding from the Solid Waste 

program provide specific support.  

Separate annual reports for these non-

profits detail progress and outcomes 

that resulted in 2016 from these 

partnership efforts.  

 

The sources of revenues in 2016 to meet these expenditures are summarized in the following chart. 
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The noted staff costs include salaries and 

benefits for the following positions: 

 2 Water Educators 
 1 Facility/Program Coordinator 
 1 Support Specialist 
 1 Facility Assistant 
 0.5 Community Relations Specialist 
 0.5 Program Manager 
 Between 3 and 5 ½ part-time interns,     

depending on season 

 

In addition to City staff positions noted 

above, the operations of the Water Center 

are supported through contractors who 

work directly with schools involved in the 

Student Watershed Monitoring program as 

well as contracted temporary help to cover     

evening and weekend community room 

rentals. Note: Both of these are included in 

the “professional and contracted” slice of 

the expenditures graph on previous page.  

The Center also is proud to be supported 

by a great group of committed volunteers. 

In 2016, volunteers invested 453 hours in 

the Water Center at an estimated value of 

$10,672. This value is not included in the 

above graphs.  

Other support for Water Center outreach 

is provided by our many partners whose 

roles are described in the report sections 

which follow. Water Center Facts: 

 Owned and operated by the City of 

Vancouver’s Department of Public 

Works.  
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  Location: The Water Center is a part of 

the Marine Park Natural Resource Area. 

Adjacent facilities, summarized below; 

as well as the Columbia River 

Renaissance Trail and Marine Park, 

both managed by Vancouver Parks & 

Recreation; reflect ongoing City efforts 

to establish an attractive, vital and safe 

urban waterfront, restore access to the 

Columbia River and enhance historical 

and natural resources. The Center’s site 

Includes a 50-acre protected wetland 

natural area, one of the few remaining       

metropolitan area riparian/off-channel 

rearing and nesting habitats along this 

reach of the Columbia River for more 

than 120 species of fish and wildlife. 

The Center is located within the Fort 

Vancouver National Historic Site. 

 Capital Cost: $3.5 million, included in 

$40 million bond package for the    

Marine Park wastewater treatment 

plant. 

 Indoors: 16,000 square feet of floor 

area that includes the Bruce E.          

Hagensen Community Room, with      

catering kitchen, seating for 180 and 

view balconies; River and Garden 

Classrooms; Exhibit Hall; Puddles Place; 

laboratory; aquaria; and offices.     

 

 Outdoors: Backyard Wildlife Garden  

demonstrates effective native and    

climate-friendly landscaping practices; 

a Solar Panel educational exhibit,        

provided through partnership with 

Clark Public Utilities and Bonneville  

Environmental Foundation; and 3,000 

square-foot observation platform   

overlooking the wetlands and river, 

part of the Columbia River Renaissance 

Trail. An outdoor Classroom has 

recently been developed through a 

grant from the Washington        

Department of Natural Resources with 

participation of the Arbor Day      

Foundation, the City’s Greenway 

Sensitive Lands Team, Urban Forestry 

Program and others.  

 Adjacent facilities: The Marine Park 

Water Reclamation Facility to the north 

and west, and the City’s Public Works 

Marine Park Engineering Building to the 

west. The Water Reclamation Facility   

provides opportunities for student and   

community group tours and learning 

through a partnership with the         

contracted operator, CH2M.  

 Hours and Admission: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., 

Monday through Friday; noon to 5 p.m., 

Saturday. Closed most 

holidays.  Admission is free. 
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20th Anniversary Celebration Events—as 
noted on page 6, this year marked 20 years 
since the facility first opened its door (February 
1996) and this provided a number of 
opportunities to welcome new and returning 

visitors from the community.  

 We kicked off the year with a special 

Vanport Flood traveling exhibit opening in 

January and continuing through June. 

Detailed panels developed by the Oregon 

Black Pioneers and supplemented with 

panels created for us by the Clark County 

Historical Museum help tell the stories of 

impacts on the community when the Columbia 

River floods. 

 February’s Second 

Saturday was our 

20th birthday party. 

Lots of cupcakes for 

our visitors and 

activities during this 

event focused on 

kids of all ages. 

 Also in February 

(16th) we partnered 

with the Mount St. 

Helens Institute to host a special night with 

Geologist Dr. Scott Burns who shared 

valuable insights on the dynamics of regional 

flooding from the historic Missoula Floods 

period, right up through Vanport and 

including today. 

 On March 22, for World Water Day, we 

held a “Splash Back! 20” event. This was a 

reminder for many in the community of the 

annual Spring Splash events held in our early 

years where good food, beverages and 

music were served 

up with a healthy 

helping of water 

education and 

hands-on activities.  

We also took a 

moment to 

recognize the 

Center’s valued 

volunteers; some 

have been with us 

from the time we 

opened.  

 Other events linked 

this year to our 

20th anniversary included a special Sturgeon 

Festival (September), a special program for 

November’s Native American Heritage 

Month, and a “best of” edition for 2nd 

Saturday in December with stories. 

 New exhibits added in 2016 included 

“Make a Watershed” and the “Magic 

Planet”.  We also undertook work on an 

interpretive kiosk for the outdoor classroom 

and completed the addition of hydration 

stations for filling water bottles as well as 

planning for upgrades to the Community 

room audio-visual systems. 

 

 

Top 2016 Accomplishments & Challenges for Water Center Programs  
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 School Group Visits – During the 2015 - 

2016 school year, the Water Center hosted 

40 classroom visits that served a total of 

1,937 students, plus teachers and chaperones. 

Constrained school funding for buses has 

continued to impact the ability of some 

schools/teachers to travel to the site.   

 
 

April through June of 2016 was the Water 

Center’s busiest period for field trips, with an        

average of 11 classroom visits per month      

averaging 514 students per month. The 

average visit served 48 students. To illustrate 

the      diversity and locations of schools 

visiting the Water Center, here is a list of 

schools participating in our on-site education 

options during the Spring season. (See School 

Visit Options list):  

 Glenwood Heights Elementary 

 McLoughlin Middle School 

 Cape Horn-Skye Elementary 

 Kelly Elementary 

 Helen Baller Elementary 

 Sifton Elementary 

 Silver Star Elementary 

 Captain Strong Elementary 

 Burnt Bridge Creek Elementary 

 Fisher’s Landing Elementary 

 Grass Valley Elementary 

 Illahee Elementary 

 King Elementary 

 Daybreak Primary School 

 South Ridge Elementary 

 Marshall Elementary 

 Sunset Elementary 

 Home School Students & Parents 

 Riverview Elementary 

 Glenwood Heights Elementary 

 Pleasant Valley Primary 

 Slavic Christian Academy 

 Whitman Elementary 

 Yale Elementary 

 

School and Group Visit Options      
Available programming for classrooms and 

groups is provided on our website. 

 Exhibit Hall Tour 

 Theater with Evaluation Activity 

 Classroom Hands-On Activities: Plants and 

Water 

 Nature/Wetlands Tour 

 Water Reclamation Facility Tour         

(Grades 4-12) 

 Water Science Laboratory/Water 

Quality Activities (Grades 9-12) 

 Lewis and Clark Exploration (Grade 4    

Only) 

 Additional options available for 

Partnerships in Elementary Science 

Education (PESE) 

http://www.cityofvancouver.us/publicworks/page/school-visits
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 School districts continue to have challenges 

funding visits to the Water Center. Center 

staff is occasionally able to visit schools for 

special events. All of the Water Center’s 

school visit options are designed to fit in with 

state, district and school learning objectives 

for various grade levels. 

Student Watershed Monitoring Network  Our 

countywide Student Watershed Monitoring 

Network program, now in its 19th year, serves 

3,800 students from 30 schools and was 

supported by 53 teachers during the 

September 2015—June 2016 school year. 

Grades 1 through 12 are represented. The 

program serves a total of 119 classes, with an 

average of 18.64 students per class. Five and 

a half times more Clark County students than 

City students participated. The 2014-2015 

school year participation included about 

2,217 students and many of the same 

teachers and schools are involved year-to-

year.  

Watershed Congress, was held on May 20th 

at Washington State University Vancouver, 

and involved nearly 200 students and 26 

teachers offering 11 morning sessions. 34 

facilitators worked with students. Facilitator 

evaluations were very positive and most 

comments addressed the “STEM” storm water 

challenge.  

Congress has benefited from the participation 

of many community partners including: Clark 

County Environmental Services, Clark Public 

Utilities, Vancouver Watersheds Alliance, 

Columbia Springs, Lower Columbia Estuary 

Partnership, Waste Connections of 

Washington, City of Vancouver Sensitive 

Lands and Urban Forestry and Volunteer 

programs, City of Battle Ground, Battle 

Ground School District, Evergreen School 

District, Clark College, US Fish and Wildlife 

Service, WSU-Vancouver, ESD 112, Army 

Corps of Engineers, Vancouver School District, 

Friends of Trees, Clark PUD AmeriCorps, 

Clark County Green Schools, Clark County 

Parks and various individuals including retired 

teachers. 

The program earns high marks year after 

year from teachers, students, parents and the 

community partners above for the many 

student learning outcomes that are achieved. 
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 Walk-In and Community Room Visits  

A total of 5,213 walk-in visitors enjoyed the 

Water Center over the course of the year. 

These guests show a diverse participation: 

1,501preschoolers, 992 youth, 1976 adults 

and 744 seniors. Depending upon their 

interests, visitors have access to educational 

displays, aquaria and  interactive exhibits, 

Puddles Place for preschoolers, and other 

outreach resources available in the lobby, 

exhibit area or on our grounds. A total of 

14,235 people participated in 206 events 

booked in the Bruce E. Hagensen Community 

Room, compared with 10,455 people and 

156 events logged in 2015.  

Other Environmental Education 

Opportunities 

Ongoing programs and activities developed 

and/or led by Water Center staff and   

interns included: 

 Science in the Park                           

Hands-on science and 

nature activities 

offered by Water 

Center interns before 

and during 

Wednesday summer 

Noon Concerts at the 

City’s Esther Short 

Park. More than 900 

children and their 

parents participated over six weekly 

concert sessions in 2016. 

 Second Saturday                              

Each month the Water Center hosts 

activities for kids and families. Attendance 

averaged about 114 visitors per month 

for 11 months of the year. For June 2016, 

the event was relocated to Fort Vancouver 

in coordination with the National Get 

Outdoors (GO) Day event, where our 

volunteer led activity was available to an 

estimated 3,000 participants. 

 World Water Day                                  

On Tuesday, March 22, 2016, World 

Water Day, we celebrated our 20th 

anniversary with “Splash Back! 20” at the 

Water Center. The event drew about 150 

people who enjoyed food and beverages, 

music and visited learning stations 

throughout the Center. Tables on 2nd floor 

with volunteers provided information 

about  Help to Others  (H2O - City Utility 

low income customer assistance) and 

Water Africa (World Vision partner 

installing drinking wells and sanitation 

projects in Zambia).  A portion of script 

sales donated by food vendors was 

shared with these partners.  

 Columbia River Watershed Festival 

Through our partnership with Columbia 

Springs, the Water Center is a lead 

sponsor for this annual event, which was 

held at Cottonwood Beach on September 

25th and 26th. 731 local fourth graders 

and 119 parents, teachers, and 

chaperones participated in the two-day 

event,  supported by local resource 

agencies who prepare hands-on 

activities/experiences and “edutainment” 

to engage students, teachers and adults in 

learning 

about the 

important 

roles of 

watersheds 

and how our 

actions can 

help protect 

them. 

 

http://www.cityofvancouver.us/publicworks/page/h2o-help-others
http://www.waterafrica.org/
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  Off-Site Partner Events                         
Center staff, interns and volunteers          
coordinated with Vancouver Urban     
Forestry and others for environmental 
education activities at events including the 
St. Paddy’s Day Event at Shorty’s Nursery, 
The Home and Garden Idea Fair, Stream 
Team Earth Day Event, Get  Outdoors Day, 

and the Old Apple Tree Festival. 

 Teacher Workshop                                 
In 2016 we partnered with the Pacific 
Education Institute (PEI) who offered a 
“FieldSTEM” workshop for teachers at our 

site on June 21st and 22nd.  

 Special On-Site Events                             
The Water Center hosted a lecture and 
book signing with author and 
internationally known lepidopterist Robert 
Michael Pyle in Partnership with the Clark 
Green Neighbors Program on Sunday 
October 16th as the regional outreach 

program celebrated their 4th year.   

 Reading in the Wild                              
Water Center interns in partnership with 
the Fort Vancouver Regional Library have 
partnered for the second year during 
summer months to offer a once weekly 
event on Thursday mornings to experience 

story-times with nature. 

 16th Annual Critter Count on April 9  
258 adults and kids traveled to sites 
throughout the community to learn about 
and observe amphibians in local      

wetlands.  

 20th Annual Sturgeon Festival             
This one-day event on Sept. 17 drew  587 
people. The family-friendly 2016 event 
was once again offered in partnership with 
the Washington Department of Fish and 
Wildlife.  The #SturgeonFestRocks contest 
was initiated this year to create buzz 
leading up to the event and many in the 
community took on the challenge of 
painting sturgeon themed rocks and finding 

or leaving them in local neighborhood 

locations.  

 Columbia Flyway Wildlife Show         
We partnered for the eleventh year with 
the   Feather and Quill Carvers Club to 
host their 29th annual show. Some 350 

people attended this free two-day event.  
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 New Exhibits                                              

As the Water Center approached our 20th 

Anniversary we undertook an assessment and 

evaluation of the many interactive onsite 

exhibits available for visitors to gain 

information and engage with our mission  (to 

teach people of all ages how to care for and 

make wise decisions about water, one of our 

greatest life-giving resources).  Much has 

changed in the last two decades and it is 

important to keep our content fresh and 

relevant. 

Photos showcase recent additions as well as 

special decorations developed by our interns 

to help visitors get in the flow for Sturgeon 

Fest 2016.  Additional indoor and outdoor 

exhibits and updates to the exhibit hall are 

being planned for 2017, including an 

interactive experience focused on caring for 

our stormwater. 
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Summary of Public Education and 

Outreach Activities Supporting 

NPDES Phase II Municipal      

Stormwater Management Program 

(Permit Requirements S5 C1) 

Public education and outreach has long 

been a vital component of the City of   

Vancouver’s ongoing efforts to protect and 

enhance water resources and aquatic   

habitat. Central to these efforts are       

ongoing activities of the Water Resources 

Education Center, which is funded and    

operated directly by the City of          

Vancouver. In addition to the Water Center 

and other City departments, the City      

actively engages in community surface and 

stormwater education and outreach using a 

variety of other communication channels 

including local media advertisements,    

newspaper articles, social media and 

websites.  

The City also is an active partner with many 

other agencies in ongoing education and 

outreach programs for the community, 

including Vancouver’s Urban Forestry 

program and Urban Forestry Commission; 

the Vancouver Watersheds Alliance; the 

Clark County Health Department; and the 

Columbia Springs Environmental Education 

Center. These next five pages provide a 

discussion of the Water Resources Education 

Center’s current programs and activities, as 

well as those of our partners, presented in 

a format that highlights how our combined 

efforts relate to build general awareness 

among target audiences and help change 

behaviors that address stormwater-related 

impacts and problems.   

These shared efforts and the Public        

Education and Outreach outcomes reported 

here relate to requirements for current and 

planned activities in section S5 C1 for 

Public Education and Outreach noted in 

Vancouver’s NPDES (National Pollutant   

Discharge Elimination System) Western 

Washington Phase II Municipal Stormwater 

Permit and Program Plan. We also report 

on stewardship activities undertaken with 

the goal of encouraging residents to 

participate in activities related to stream 

teams, storm drain marking, volunteer 

monitoring, riparian plantings and related 

education activities.  Vancouver Urban 

Forestry, the Vancouver Watersheds 

Alliance, and Columbia Springs have 

prepared separate documents which detail 

their efforts in 2016.        

Water Resources Education Center         

On-Site Activities 

K-12 Classroom Visits  

During 2016, the Water Center hosted 

field trip visits by 40 classroom teachers 

representing 1,937 students from 

throughout the region. These K-12 visits to 

the Water Center ranged from two-hour 

visits to all-day field trips  focused on a 

variety of teacher-selected topics intended 

to increase student awareness of water 

quality and other environmental issues and 

opportunities. School field trip options are 

described in the Center’s online School Visit 

Options listing. Many of our field trip 

options complement Washington’s grade 

level learning standards.  

 

http://www.cityofvancouver.us/publicworks/page/stormwater-management-plan
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/publicworks/page/stormwater-management-plan
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/publicworks/page/school-visits
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/publicworks/page/school-visits
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Water Center Volunteer, Service Learning, 

and Internships  

There are a number of ways the public and 

area students participate in helping to deliver 

our programs while gaining valuable 

experience and pursuing areas of personal 

interest in learning about the environment. 

These include roles such as: 

 Second Saturday/Special Event 

Volunteers                                       

Volunteers greet and orient patrons, lead 

or assist with hands-on make-and-take 

activities and demonstrations, and help to 

educate the public about the Water Center 

and its mission. Typically, these volunteers 

each donate about 20 hours of service per 

year. 

 Garden and Wetlands Volunteers 

 Volunteers weed, cut last year’s stalks, help 

plant and generally make the wildlife 

habitat demonstration garden presentable 

for visitors. In the wetlands, volunteers help 

to remove blackberries, ivy and other 

invasive plants, as well as replant native 

species and help with hands-on projects. 

Opportunities to help with the Water 

Center site are available for individuals, 

classrooms, businesses or   other groups 

throughout the year. Typically, these 

volunteers also each donate 20 hours of 

service per year.  

 Special Project Volunteers                 

Volunteers work with staff on specific    

projects that may be event or exhibit-

related. Examples include monitoring water 

quality in the wetlands, helping with the 

annual Critter Count, identifying plants and 

animals in Clark County, developing and 

building displays or signs, and researching 

projects. Hours donated depend upon the 

project. 

 Water Center Interns                             

The Water Center offers both paid and 

non-paid internships for those looking to 

gain experience in areas of  science and 

environmental education aligned with their 

academic and career goals. Interns assist 

with planning and implementing  

educational and special events. They also 

help manage our site, facility or programs 

through coordination with staff and 

volunteers. The Center typically hosts three 

or four interns during the majority of the 

year, and they generally average about 

20 hours per week.                                    

 Walk-in Visitors, Special Event 

Participants, and Community Groups 

Visiting the Water Center                        

In 2016, the Water Center welcomed 

5,213 walk-in visitors to learn about our 

precious natural water resources. Through 

these informal visits to our site, the public 

had an opportunity to view our many 

exhibits, aquaria and displays. In addition, 

2,642 members of the community attended 

special events sponsored by the facility, 

including Critter Count - 258, Sturgeon 

Festival - 587, and Columbia Flyway Show 

- 350. These events afforded an 

opportunity to receive information on water 

quality and other environmental issues in a 

friendly, open format. Our website lists 

events that are planned in the coming 

months. 

http://www.cityofvancouver.us/publicworks/page/whats-happening-water-center
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Water Resources Education Center      

Outreach Education Activities 

Scheduled Activities for Children  

 On the Second Saturday of each month the 

Center offers a two-hour long activity time 

for kids and parents with  seasonal themes 

including: weather & Vanport flood, rivers 

floods and 20th birthday celebration,  

oceans & estuaries, critter count, Build-it & 

Public Public Works week, national Get 

Outdoors (GO) Day, science in the park, 

Reading in the Wild, Birds, service dog 

month, National American Indian Heritage 

Month, and 20 for 20 the best of second 

Saturday. About 1,254 participants, plus 

parents and other family members, joined 

in this popular monthly program in 2016. 

Average monthly attendance was 114 for 

11 months. The June event was relocated 

to Fort Vancouver National Park for GO 

day, which drew about 5,000 participants. 

 During each Wednesday noon hour over 

six weeks, starting July 6, the Center 

offered a summer Science in the Park 

program. In 2016, a total 900 children 

enjoyed topics in the theme of “Going 

Green in 2016” such as: growing up green, 

green thumb, cutting the waste, turning big 

water drops into little ones, be green for 

wildlife, and exploring the 3 Rs. These 

programs allow young children to gain an 

early appreciation for environmental 

science concepts and foundations. 

School (K-12) Outreach Program               

 In 2016 we partnered with Columbia 

Springs and 12 other organizations to 

offer the Columbia River Watershed 

Festival for 4th grades during two days in 

late September at Cottonwood Beach. 29 

classes from 8 schools attended this year to 

provide hands on education for total of 

731 students and 119 parents, teachers 

and other chaperones.  

 Other Outreach events included 

participation in regional Ecoblitz events 

held at two separate locations.  

Participation in the Home and Garden 

Idea Fair, St Paddy’s day, and Earth Day 

fest at Klineline Pond. 

 Splash! Back 20, held at the Center on 

March 22nd also provided an opportunity 

to share with the community about the 

programs we offer. 

Student Watershed Monitoring Network  

The Center’s Student Watershed Monitoring 

Network is in its 19th year. This countywide 

program continues to thrive and offers a key 

opportunity to introduce students to real-world 

science tied to stewardship of  water bodies 

throughout Vancouver and Clark County 

communities. Grades 3 -12 from 30 schools, 

representing 53 teachers and 3,800 students, 

were involved in the program during the 2015

-16 school year. The City is the lead for 

organizing monitoring specialists to introduce 

teachers and students to key concepts and 

practices which they experience through 

regular monitoring in a location that is near 

their school. At the end of the school year, 

representatives from many of the classes 

participate in the regional Watershed 

Congress, held May 20th. 

http://www.cityofvancouver.us/publicworks/page/second-saturday-water-center
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/publicworks/page/science-park
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JvfdTCzkSAc
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/publicworks/page/watershed-monitoring-network
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/publicworks/page/watershed-monitoring-network
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Vancouver Watersheds Alliance Volunteer 

Strategy for Community Engagement 

The Vancouver Watersheds Alliance (VWA) is 

a local 501(c)(3) non-profit organization 

whose stated mission is to:  “Educate and 

engage community members to be active 

stewards of the Vancouver area’s natural 

legacy with a focus on creeks, lakes, and 

other water bodies.  We educate children 

and adults, while giving them hands on 

opportunities to participate in the restoration 

and protection of waterways.”  A vision 

statement targets “Rejuvenating Vancouver’s 

Natural Spaces and Urban Places.” In 2016, 

the VWA was supported in the second year 

of a five year grant ($150,000 per year) 

from the City of Vancouver to continue efforts 

in the areas of:  maintaining the  non-profit 

organization; supporting restoration of 

private riparian area properties within the 

City (Project Restore), providing ongoing and 

special volunteer stewardship opportunities; 

offering outreach events and education 

programs; and continuing a Sustainability 

Grants and Resources Program for 

Vancouver’s neighborhood micro grants.  

The Vancouver Watersheds Alliance has 

provided a 2016 Annual Report on their 

website which provides an interesting 

overview of their efforts on behalf of the 

community.  More detailed quarterly reports 

and event summaries are submitted to the City 

of Vancouver throughout the year in fulfillment 

of the grant agreement.  These are available 

upon request.  The City provided a total of 

$150,000 of support for the VWA’s 

contracted efforts in 2016.  

 

http://www.vancouverwatersheds.org/
http://www.vancouverwatersheds.org/
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Columbia Springs Environmental            

Education and Outreach Program 

The City of Vancouver is one of a half dozen 

partners in the region that support the work 

of Columbia Springs Environmental Education 

Center, which provides educational, volunteer 

stewardship and related programs to school 

children, teachers and adults throughout 

Clark County. A full explanation of their   

efforts is available on their website and in a 

short video. Water Center staff supports the 

organization and its programs as an active 

member of the Columbia Springs Board.  

The City initiated a new 5 year grant with 

the non profit in late 2016 in order support 

ongoing efforts related to the Nature Nuts 

(day) Camp offered for area youth (2nd 

through 6th grade) over two weeks in the 

summer. The City also provides financial  

support for the annual Columbia River 

Watershed Festival (mentioned earlier) which 

is coordinated by Columbia Springs and 

rotates to a different part of the County 

each year. In 2016 the two day festival was 

held at Cottonwood Beach Park September 

24th and 25th and reached 731 4th graders 

with watershed awareness messages.  

Other key partners for this event, besides the 

City of Vancouver,  include Clark County, 

Clark Public Utilities, US Fish and Wildlife 

and Waste Connections.  The City’s total  

support for  Columbia Springs in 2016 was 

$48,000.  

Solid and Hazardous Waste Outreach and 

Education 

The City of Vancouver participates as a 

partner in offering the regional Household 

Hazardous Waste program, that is detailed 

within the Clark County Comprehensive Solid 

Waste Management Plan, both in the     

Moderate Risk Waste Plan Chapter (11) and 

the Education & Outreach Chapter (5). Clark 

County is the designated Coordinated     

Prevention Grant (CPG) recipient for our  

region and takes the lead in directing this    

Department of Ecology funding support to 

implement quality programs related to toxics 

reduction, alternatives to pesticides, outreach 

for properly managing household hazardous 

waste (HHW) and conditionally exempt small 

quantity generator (CESQG) waste         

programs, implementing the Green 

Neighbors, Green Business, and Green 

Schools       Programs as well as the Master 

Composter/Recycler program.   

All of these efforts address awareness and 

encourage behavior changes for the         

targeted audiences. Besides helping to     

reduce and divert these waste streams, the 

outreach efforts are critical for informing the 

general public, homeowners and businesses 

about how their behaviors and practices can 

benefit our local water quality and ecology.  

Planned Activities for 2017 

The majority of Water Center and partner 

activities summarized above for 2016 are 

expected to continue at similar levels into 

2017. Staffing levels limit the amount of    

off-site outreach activities that can be      

offered. We are committed to maintaining 

those educational offerings which provide 

intended outcomes through continued        

participation and offer the best value to the 

community.  

Because the results of education and public 

outreach programs are often difficult to    

assess, we believe it is appropriate to     

continuously refine our measurement tools 

while also affording some comparability 

from year to year. We welcome the          

opportunity to fine tune our education and 

outreach approaches to best fulfill the        

S5 C1 NPDES Permit requirements. Feedback 

is encouraged! 

http://columbiasprings.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GadhbCPUEkw&feature=player_embedded
https://www.clark.wa.gov/environmental-services/hazardous-waste
https://www.clark.wa.gov/environmental-services/hazardous-waste
https://www.clark.wa.gov/sites/all/files/public-health/SWEO/SWMP/Chapter11-5-11-15.pdf
https://www.clark.wa.gov/sites/all/files/public-health/SWEO/SWMP/Chapter5-1-5-15.pdf
https://clarkgreenneighbors.org/
https://clarkgreenneighbors.org/
http://www.clarkgreenbiz.com/
https://www.clark.wa.gov/public-health/clark-county-green-schools
https://www.clark.wa.gov/public-health/clark-county-green-schools
https://clarkgreenneighbors.org/mcr/master-composter
https://clarkgreenneighbors.org/mcr/master-composter
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/public_works/page/1125/1_2015_swmp_final.pdf


21 

2016 Water Resources Education Center’s Annual Report | City of Vancouver, Washington 

 

Water Center Contact Information  
Water Center Contact Information 

PO Box 1995 

Vancouver, WA  98668 

4600 SE Columbia Way 

360-487-7111 

Fax: 360-693-8878 

vanwrec@cityofvancouver.us 

www.cityofvancouver.us/watercenter  

 

Rich McConaghy, Environmental Resources   

Manager 

rich.mcconaghy@cityofvancouver.us 

360-487-7165 

 

Rita Davidson, Facility/Program Coordinator 

rita.davidson@cityofvancouver.us 

360-487-7120 

 

 

Kymberlee Elliot, Support Specialist 

kymberlee.elliott@cityofvancouver.us 

360-487-7117 

 

Kari Mullikin, Facilities Assistant 

kari.mullikin@cityofvancouver.us 

360-487-7113 

 

Brooke Porter, Community Relations Specialist 

brooke.porter@cityofvancouver.us 

360-487-7116 

 

Cory Samia, Water Educator 

cory.samia@cityofvancouver.us 

360-487-7112 

 

Suzanne Hebert, Water Educator 

suzanne.hebert@cityofvancouver.us 

360-487-7114 

Key Partner Programs 

 Columbia Springs: Ongoing support is    
provided through our budget for this non-profit 
providing environmental education and youth/
teacher outreach including the annual Columbia 
River Watershed Festival offered each fall for 
area fourth graders. 

 Clark County Public Works & Public Health: 
Provides grants and in-kind support for the 
Water Center Student Watershed monitoring 
network, Backyard Wildlife Garden, and    
manages regional sustainability, solid waste and 
hazardous waste outreach and education     
programs. 

 Vancouver Watersheds Alliance: This non-
profit organization provides support in outreach 
and education as well as through selected 
stewardship projects and through developing 
watershed restoration efforts in coordination 

with private property owners and offering 
sustainability micro grants to city neighborhood 
associations. 

 Event Partners: These include Washington         
Department of Fish and Wildlife (Sturgeon   
Festival – September), U.S.D.A Forest Service 
(Get Outdoors Day – June), various others (DNR, 
U.S.F.W.S., U.S.A.C.E.) non-profits and agencies 
with a share environmental focus (The Intertwine, 
Lower Columbia Estuary Partnership, Pacific 
Education Institute,and Vancouver Library—
Reading in the Wild) 

 Fort Vancouver National Historic Site: The 
Water Center is a partner in coordinating our 
outreach and education efforts with those of the 
Trust, the National Park Service, and Pearson Air 
Museum. 

 E3 Washington and Environmental Education 
Association of Oregon. 

Key Program Partners 

mailto:vanwrec@cityofvancouver.us
http://www.cityofvancouve.us/watercenter
mailto:rich.mcconaghy@cityofvancouver.us
mailto:rita.davidson@cityofvancouver.us
mailto:kymberlee.elliot@cityofvancouver.us
mailto:kari.mulliken@cityofvancouver.us
mailto:brooke.porter@cityofvancouver.us
mailto:cory.samia@cityofvancouver.us
mailto:cory.samia@cityofvancouver.us

