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CITY OF VANCOUVER—ANNUAL REPORT 2016 
Columbia Spr ings Environmenta l Education | Summer Nature Camps | Co lumbia River Watershed Fest iva l  

The City of Vancouver and Waste 

Connections Inc partner with 

Columbia Springs each year to bring 

Nature Nuts Summer Day Camp to 

the community. These 

partnerships allow students to 

learn the important skills of 

caring for our planet, while 

spending their days outside and 

immersed in nature.  

From feeding lunch scraps to the worms to playing recycle relay and 

countless recycled art crafts, campers absorb valuable information 

about waste-reduction, recycling, composting and more!  

Here were some camper favorites: 

 “Where does your garbage go?” & “Recycle Relay” activities and

discussion with Ellen Ives, from Waste Connections

 “Shrinky Dink” gems, beads and necklaces made from recycled

plastic containers

 Toilet paper roll binoculars!

 Nature Picture frames made from re-used old file folders

 “Eagle Eyes” made from salvaged yarn and found sticks

PARTNERS MAKE IT  POSSIBLE

 57 campers were reached over the course of two weeks of summer camp!

8 of these students participated on a full scholarship.

 16 summer school students were reached with weekly programs

covering topics from salmon to sustainability and taught by Columbia

Springs staff.

 Five high school summer camp interns and three volunteers contributed

428 hours to summer camp programming, including training, preparation

and working directly with campers.

 731 students and over 119 parents, teachers and chaperones attended

this year’s Columbia River Watershed Festival at Cottonwood Beach.

 12 community organizations came together with staff and volunteers to

offer environmental learning stations. In total, 52 partners, staff and

volunteers were on site each day to make the event a success.

 Columbia Springs staff and volunteers attended many City of Vancouver

events including Critter Count, Watershed Congress, Sturgeon Festival and

more, reaching over 1,400 people.

SUMMER CAMP IS A HIT WITH BOTH CAMPERS AND PARENTS! 
“Both my daughters LOVE attending Columbia Springs summer camp! Being outdoors and learning about 

how to help the environment is very important to young kids. This camp helped my girls feel more 

confident and secure in themselves.” - Emily Schatz, parent.  

Summer campers learn from 

high school interns while 

making lasting connections 

with their peers.  

ONE YEAR,  MUCH TO CELEBRATE
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What worked: Our strong team of educators, interns and volunteers. Pre and post camp meetings 

helped build close connections among team members and many learning and growth opportunities for 

interns as they reflected on the day’s challenges and successes.  

What didn’t work: Canceling our offering of an “older” camp group of 4th & 5th graders. We adjusted 

our offerings to accommodate the large number of returning campers requesting to participate. These 

strong connections are important to our mission and success as an organization. 

What we’ll do differently in 2017: We will continue to strengthen training for high school interns and 

spend additional time on waste reduction principles, potentially including a field trip to the transfer center 

or other local waste reduction site. We will continue to offer camps to 5th & 6th graders and brainstorm 

how we can offer ways for older students to be involved as well.   

MARKETING

“Working at Columbia Springs was one of the most 

rewarding experiences of my high school career. I 

learned to distinguish what kind of techniques work best when 

resolving conflicts and I quickly learned to approach things 

with an open mind and think through all the possibilities 

before acting. It was impossible not to enjoy my time at 

Columbia Springs.” - Paige , Age 16   

“Never before had I thought one person or one week 

somewhere could make such a profound difference in a 

child’s life.”— Sofia, Age 16  

“Through this internship I learned that I am extremely 

interested in environmental issues. I have become more 

aware of the items I am purchasing and of the creative 

ways to reduce waste and to reuse items. “     

- Daniele, Age 15  

REFLECTIONS FROM HIGH SCHOOL INTERNS
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“My son loved everything about your camp. We’ve attended for several years in a row now. The camp 

teaches love of nature, respect for nature, exploration, adventure, biology and more! It’s 

the best camp we do every year. ”  Liesl Messerschmidt, parent. 

LESSONS LEARNED:  WHATS IN STORE FOR 2017

Most families heard about 
camp through a connection 
to Columbia Springs.  

Flyers were handed out at 
events and all field trips.  

Summer 
Camp 
posters were 
distributed to 
partners, 
displayed 
on-site, 
e-mailed and 
used on 
social media. 
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Teachers and partners agree: Columbia River Watershed Festival is a 

well designed, well organized and highly educational event.  

CITY OF VANCOUVER—ANNUAL REPORT 2016  

COLUMBIA RIVER WATERSHED FESTIVAL

“Wonderful event! Everyone that came, parents, students and 

teachers loved it! So well organized, taught and engaging. Thank you 

for your efforts! We learned a ton!” – 4th Grade Teacher 

“The best part of the festival is seeing the students, teachers and 

parent volunteers learn together. Information was presented in a 

fun format so there was much to learn no matter the age.”  

– Festival Volunteer

“The minds and hearts of the students who attend the Watershed 

Festival are filled with more knowledge about and love for nature 

by days end.” – Festival Presenter  

“The best part of the festival was the great historical location at 

Cottonwood Beach and seeing the 4th graders learn so much about 

what they can do right now to protect the watershed in which 

they live!” - Festival Volunteer 

How would you rate the overall organization of CRWF? 

Was CRWF a high quality learning experience for students? 

Presenter Teacher 

IN NUMBERS! 

 8 schools attended from

Camas School District,

Evergreen Public Schools and

Washougal School District

 That’s 29 classes of 4th

graders!

 Over 119 parents, teachers

& chaperones learned right

alongside the 731 students

 12 community partners

came together with staff and

volunteers to offer

environmental learning

stations.

 In total, 52 partners, staff

and volunteers were on site

each day to make the event a

success.

2016 COLUMBIA RIVER WATERSHED FESTIVAL STATIONS INCLUDED: 
Wildlife CSI | Animal Signs Discovery & Exploration| Around the River Scavenger Hunt | Water Rocks! 

Music Making with Mo | Trees in Our Watershed | The Urban Watershed | Recycle Relay | Energy 

Jeopardy |Worms Eat my Food Scraps | Living Streams: Stories for Healthy Watersheds & More!  

Danielle Frost/Post-Record 

Danielle Frost/Post-Record 

Presenter Teacher 
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An article about the Columbia River Watershed Festival 

from the Post-Record is included on page 5. 

An example of the stewardship award/newsletter that each 

camper receives at the end of the week is on page 6.  

A copy of the Columbia Springs financial statement for 

2016 is included on pages 7-10 followed by a summary of 

expenditures under the contract during the prior year and a 

brief summary of how funds were used. 

City of Vancouver Event 
Number of people reached by CS 

# Students # Adults Total 

Critter Count 15 10 25 

Watershed Congress 55 15 70 

Sturgeon Festival 130 100 230 

Old Apple Tree Festival 130 50 190 

Watershed Festival 731 119 850 

Summer Nature Camps 57 0 57 

Totals 1118 294 1412 
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There’s a few rules for the students attending the Columbia River Watershed 

Festival.  One, don’t be afraid to get your hands dirty. Two, worms are not 

gross. Three, recycling is crucial. 

“The goals of this event are to bring a bunch of fourth-grade students out 

here to start their year inspired by the watershed and realize the actions 

they take every day make a difference,” said Jenna Kallestad, education 

coordinator for Columbia Springs. “At this age, they are still very excited 

about playing outdoors, but are old enough to take actions to make a 

difference.” 

Kallestad helps organize the festival, which is held in a Clark County park 

annually. This year, it took place in Capt. William Clark Park in Washougal. 

It also rotates with visits to Klineline Pond, Vancouver Lake and Lewisville 

State Park. The festival is in its 25th year and began with a single purpose: 

Get kids into nature while they are still young enough to appreciate it. 

“We bring in a lot of different organizations and all work toward this same 

goal,” Kallestad said. “The idea is that students who have the opportunity to 

come out here feel connected to their local watershed. Nature is not in this 

far away place, it’s right here.” 

On Thursday and Friday, approximately 1,000 kids, including those from Camas and Washougal, participated 

in the event. They made their way through several rotating stations, which ranged from environmental 

storytelling to conservation to searching for evidence of animal activity along the beach. 

Carie Zerba, a fourth-grade teacher at Woodburn Elementary School in Camas, said the field trips helped her 

students connect with what they learn in the classroom. “They get to use their hands, get involved and see 

real life examples about how what we learned in the classroom makes sense in real life. They see a real life 

application.” 

Columbia Springs partners with Clark County Department of Environmental Services, City of Vancouver, Clark 

Public Utilities, and other funding sources. Local schools do not pay to attend the event. 

Emma Stammer works in the City of Vancouver’s urban forestry department as the neighborhood trees 

coordinator.“I enjoyed getting the kids excited about trees and watersheds, and how it effects them in their 

daily lives,” she said.  

Eva Bryan, a student at Woodburn Elementary, enjoyed Will Hornyak’s environmental storytelling the most out 

of all the activities. “I learned about how things decompose and to make sure to put them in the right spot,” 

Bryan said. “This whole day has been amazing.” 

Tim Zhurbytskyy was worried that the field trip would be boring.“I thought we were just going to stare at the 

beach all day or something,” he said. “But I really liked hearing the storytelling, and getting to go on stage 

and act.” 

Charlee Crinstead enjoyed creating a model of an urban watershed. “I learned that trees slow down water so it 

doesn’t flood,” she said. “I thought it was really fun because we got to learn about new things, but in an 
exciting way.” 

Kallestad’s favorite aspect of the watershed festival is seeing all of the hard work come to fruition when the 

event is a success. “It really starts off the year right for these kids and shows them that learning can be fun,” 

she said. “Science is about learning, observing and enjoying nature.” 

Prune Hill students see who 
can be the fastest at sorting

recycling and garbage. 
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2016 City of Vancouver Contract Billing Worksheet 




