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Tree Canopy Achievement Program (TreeCAP) 

 

TreeCAP Nomination Form 
 
 

Background 
 
The City of Vancouver recognizes the major watershed benefits of a healthy urban forest. A 
thriving urban forest provides a clean and sustainable environment that assists in improving water 
quality regardless of where the trees are located.  Trees located in yards, along streets, within 
commercial property landscaping areas and along riparian zones are all essential and contribute 
to our goals. A healthy urban forest doesn’t happen by chance. A healthy urban forest is the 
result of proper planning, management, community investment and involvement at all levels within 
a community. The Vancouver Urban Forestry Commission invites groups, businesses and individuals 
to participate in a tree canopy achievement program (TreeCAP) to recognize those who strive to 
help the City of Vancouver attain its goal of 28% urban tree canopy. A healthy tree canopy is a 
critical element of community vitality, health and prosperity. Vancouver’s current tree canopy is 
18.6%, far short of the 28 % goal but not unattainable. Acknowledging the achievements of 
those who reach and exceed their specific land use zoning tree canopy goal inspires others and 
helps the entire city realize the environmental, social and economic benefits of a healthy tree 
canopy. 
 
“Reaching for 28” 
 
The program recognizes various groups and individuals who have met or exceeded their tree 
canopy coverage goals, per their land use zoning, on their property/properties through on the 
ground efforts as well as through commitments to development plans for future contributions to the 
urban canopy once tree plantings mature. There is a series of TreeCAP achievement awards which 
recognizes measured progress toward this goal: 
 
Met Tree Cover Average Percentage per Land Use Zoning = Bronze Level 
 
Met Tree Cover Goal Percentage Goal per Land Use Zoning = Silver Level 
 
Exceeded Tree Cover Percentage Goal (by ≥ 2%) per Land Use Zoning = Gold Level 
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Land Use Zoning 2010 City-wide 
Average 

2010 Goal 

Commercial 13% 15% 
Industrial 8% 9% 
Right-of-Way 14% 16% 
Low Density Residential 35% 52% 
Medium Density Residential 26% 33% 
High Density Residential 20% 27% 

 
Categories/groups that can receive the recognition for expanding canopy on their parcels are 
 
     -  New developments and redevelopments 
     -  Business districts 
     -  Office and industrial parks 
     -  Shopping centers 
     -  Neighborhoods 
     -  Public or Private properties 
     -  Individual property owners      
 
Recognition and benefit to categories/groups receiving the recognition include, but are not 
limited to 
 

- Public recognition by the Urban Forestry Commission 
- Rights to use the TreeCAP logo for marketing, outreach, and promotional materials 
- Press release written by Urban Forestry describing the group’s achievement 
- Sign or plaque provided to the group for prominent display of achievement 

 
Additional Considerations 
 
To participate, nominated parcels MUST be within Vancouver city limits. Unfortunately 
undeveloped sites or properties that can be further subdivided but that are not proposing site 
improvements cannot apply until they are in the process of developing and the development 
proposal meets one of the achievement levels.   
 
Neighborhoods - A recognized neighborhood association is expected to adopt the City’s tree 
canopy goal as part of their Neighborhood Action Plan with action items identified for achieving 
or maintaining the goal. City mapping software can be used in coordination with City staff to help 
neighborhoods understand how to achieve or exceed the goal.  The online 2011 Tree Canopy 
Assessment (www.cityofvancouver.us/urbanforestry) provides neighborhoods detailed statistics on 
existing tree canopy levels. 
 
Individual property owners – individuals who have maintained canopy or who have undertaken 
recent plantings that will contribute to meeting/exceeding canopy goals can apply for recognition 
and be awarded a yard sign  to be displayed (especially) during Arbor Day week.   
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Property owners/developments – existing and new developments who have maintained canopy, 
undertaken recent plantings, or who have received permits for projects that will contribute to 
meeting/exceeding canopy goals can apply for recognition and be awarded a plaque to be 
displayed on site or in the facility. 
 

* NOMINATIONS MAY BE RECEIVED ANYTIME * 
 

Parcel Information: 

Name: Phone: 

Email: 

Address: City, State: Zip Code: 
 
Submitted by: 

Name: Phone: 

Email: 

Address: City, State: Zip Code: 
 
 

Narrative – Describe in 250 words or less (typed, 12-pt font) how the parcel meets one of the 
designations outlined above and how it will sustain the proposed designation. Please include maps 
and other materials associated with the parcel or project to show how it meets the designation. 
 
Nomination and Selection Process 

 Submit to the Urban Forestry Commission at any time.   
  

 via mail: Urban Forestry Commission via fax:  (360) 487-8305 
    PO Box 1995      

   Attn: Urban Forestry Commission 
    Vancouver, WA 98668-1995 
 
via email: urbanforestry@cityofvancouver.us 
 
 

The Urban Forestry Program will review all nominations and notify property owner within one 
month of status. 

 
Questions? Need help determining if you qualify? Contact Urban Forestry at 

urbanforestry@cityofvancouver.us or call us at 360-487-8308. 


