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Ways to be involved, informed
Open Houses – A fourth open house is planned later in the project prior to 

start of construction, which is still pending funding. These meetings are ide-
al for exchanging general information and feedback with the community.

Sounding Board – This group—comprising members of neighborhood as-
sociations, Evergreen School District, C-TRAN, and other agencies—meets 
prior to each open house to receive information and provide the project 
team with feedback on a variety of topics to ensure that project information 
and materials are addressing issues and concerns of the community.

Citizen Forums – Scheduled by request of an agency, organization, neigh-
borhood, or other group, these targeted meetings work best where people 
have similar issues with similar reasonable solutions.
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Look for this icon on the City's web site and 
sign up for project updates.

The recommended improvement is based on the alignment 
that minimizes the impacts on adjacent properties while enhancing 

capacity and safety for motorists, pedestrians and bicyclists.

and safety while minimizing impacts 
to properties.
The recommended 
improvements in-
clude:
• One 14-foot-

wide travel lane 
in each direc-
tion

• A continuous 
median, vary-
ing in width 
from 8 feet be-
tween NE 28th 
and NE 39th 
streets and 2-8 
feet between 
NE 39th and NE 49th streets

• 6-foot-wide sidewalk on each side 
of the road between NE 28th and 
NE 39th streets

• 8-foot-wide sidewalk on each side 
of the road between NE 39th and 
NE 49th streets

• 6-foot-wide bike lane in each di-
rection

• 5-foot-wide planter strip on each 
side of the road between the curb 
and sidewalk from NE 28th to NE 
39th street

• Roundabouts at NE 34th, NE 39th, 
and NE 44th streets

(See drawings inside for more details)

Increasing capacity, 
managing access
Approximately 13,000 vehicles per 
day currently use the corridor between 
NE 28th and NE 49th streets. That 
number is projected to double by year 

Since fall 2007, the City of Vancou-
ver has been developing plans 
to improve NE 137th/138th Av-
enue from NE 28th to NE 49th 

streets. The preliminary design, to be 
shared with the public at the third proj-
ect open house on November 13, de-
tails the recommended improvement 
that includes one travel lane in each 
direction separated by a continuous 
median. 
The preliminary design was developed 
based on traffi c analysis and pro-
jections; community input at the two 
previous open houses, stakeholder 
interviews, and one sounding board 
meeting; available funding; and the 
need to increase corridor capacity 

NE 137th/138th Avenue 
Improvement Project

Join us at the next 
Project Open House 

Thursday, Nov. 13
4 - 7 p.m. 

Evergreen Public Schools 
Administrative Services

13501 NE 28th Street
(Tan Complex “Evergreen Room”)

JOIN US 
at the next 
open house

Thursday, 

November 13
4-7 p.m.

Evergreen Public Schools 
Administrative Services
13501 NE 28th Street

(Tan Complex “Evergreen Room”)

Review details of the preliminary design, 
fi nd out what the community has told 

us about the project, share your concerns 
and ideas, and learn about the project 

timeline and next steps.

Corridor design targets capacity, safety, access
2030. The recommended roadway 
design confi guration will help mitigate 

this growing volume 
through access man-
agement and the use 
of roundabouts.
Features of ac-
cess management, 
which provide ac-
cess to properties 
and neighborhoods 
while maximizing 
roadway capacity 
and safety for mo-
torists, pedestrians, 
and bicyclists, in-
clude:

• A continuous median, which will 
prevent left-turns into and from 
driveways and side streets that de-
lay traffi c and compromise safety.

• Managing private driveway access 
from properties along the corridor. 
Where possible, the City will work 
with property owners to develop 
driveway designs and other access 
options to eliminate cars backing 
onto the roadway. This greatly ben-
efi ts roadway capacity and safety
and is a critical design element.

The wider roadway, new roundabouts, 
and driveway access changes will af-
fect properties along the corridor  to 
varying degrees. Roadway alignment, 
design confi gurations, and various 
options for driveway access and de-
sign are being carefully considered 
along the full length of the corridor to 
minimize the acquisition of properties 
needed for the project.

Se están diseñando 
importantes mejoras 
para las calles de su 
vecindario. Queremos 
invitarle a asistir a la 
próxima reunión pública. 
Para mayor información, 
comuníquese con Servicios 
de Transporte de la Ciudad 
de Vancouver.

В вашем районе планируется 
капитальная реконструкция улиц. 
Приглашаем вас принять участие в 
общественном собрании, которое 
состоится в ближайшее время. 
Чтобы получить дополнительную 
информацию, обращайтесь в Службу 
перевозки администрации г. Ванкувера 
(City of Vancouver Transportation 
Services). 

Việc nâng cấp các đường 
chính đang được thiết 
kế cho cộng đồng xung 
quanh quý vị. Xin mời 
quý vị tham gia vào cuộc 
họp công cộng sắp tới. 
Đề biết thêm thông tin, 
vui lòng liên hệ Sở Giao 
thông Vận tải Thành phố 
Vancouver.

Project Goals
• Enhance safety
• Increase roadway capacity
• Improve access to fronting 

properties
• Minimize delay of through 

traffi c
• Provide pedestrian and bike 

facilities
• Enhance roadway aesthetics 

with landscaping
• Improve drainage



About 
Roundabouts

Roundabouts reduce many of the 
safety hazards associated with 
traditional intersections and 

lower overall vehicle delays, which 
reduce emissions and add capacity. 
They increase safety by limiting ve-
hicle movements to right turn only. 
Eliminating left turns across traffi c, 
common in traditional intersections, 
reduces the frequency and severity 
of collisions. Roundabouts planned 
as part of the project include:
NE 34th Street: This single-lane 
roundabout will allow connection 
to a future extension of NE 34th 
Street to the west and provide a turn 
around to minimize out-of-direction 
travel for drivers prevented from 
making a left turn elsewhere on the 
corridor.
NE 39th Street: This two-lane 
roundabout would accommodate 
corridor traffi c and traffi c from NE 
39th Street. The second lane would 
begin 300 feet from the roundabout 
and extend 325 feet past the inter-
section. 
NE 44th Street: This single-lane 
roundabout would provide a turn 
around to minimize out-of-direction 
travel.
NE 49th Street:  This existing 
roundabout would be more fully de-
veloped with approach and depar-
ture lanes to the south similar to the 
new NE 39th Street roundabout.

Benefi ts in Brief
• The improved roadway will help 

handle increased traffi c volume.
• The center median will help 

maintain continual traffi c fl ow 
and increase safety by prevent-
ing left-turns into and from 
driveways and side streets.

• The wider center median will 
provide a safe crossing refuge 
for pedestrians and bicyclists at 
designated points.

• Roundabouts will provide turn-
arounds to minimize out-of-
direction travel while improv-
ing traffi c fl ow and safety in the 
neighborhood.

• Sidewalks and bike paths will 
increase safety for pedestrians 
and bicyclists.

• The combined 14-foot travel 
lane and 6-foot bike lane will 
provide space for traffi c to safely 
move past vehicles temporarily 
stopped at the curb and assist 
with emergency vehicle access.

• Using access management in 
the design will eliminate cars 
backing onto the roadway from 
private driveways, which can 
compromise traffi c fl ow and 
safety. Where possible, the city 
will work with property owners to 
ensure adequate space for cars 
to turn around in driveways, al-
lowing them to enter the road-
way moving forward.

CORRIDOR FEATURES

TYPICAL CROSS SECTIONS

Recommended Improvement

NE 28th Street
to 

NE 39th Street

Recommended Improvement

NE 39th Street
to 

NE 49th Street

NE 34th Street Roundabout

More fully developed 
southern approach 
& departure lanes 

for existing NE 49th 
Street roundaboutTransition to two approach 

lanes at roundabout

Transition to two approach 
lanes at roundabout

Continuous median landscaped 
with trees and/or shrubs

Single travel lane in 
each direction

NE 44th Street RoundaboutNE 39th Street Roundabout

Single travel lane in 
each direction
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Next Steps
Fall 2007 – Spring 2008 First open house, traffi c studies and concept design

Summer 2008 Second open house

Summer – Fall 2008 Preliminary design, technical studies, and third open house to review project progress

Winter – Fall 2009 Complete preliminary design and plans

Fall 2009 – Winter 2010 Initial right of way acquisition (pending funding) 2011 Final right of way acquisition (pending funding)

Winter – Spring 2010 Continue design and plans

After 2011 Final open house, construction (pending funding) 
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This confi guration moves the sidewalk next to the 
curb and narrows the median, reducing property 
impacts along this section of the corridor.

NOTE: The dimensions shown for the cross sections below are for the typical roadway along the corridor. 
They do not include the widening necessary for the roundabouts and the roadway transitions in and out of the roundabouts.


