
 

 

 
 

DRAFT 
NE 137th/138th Avenue Improvement Project 

Open House #3 Summary 
 

Thursday, November 13, 2008 
4–7 p.m. 

EVENT OVERVIEW 

An open house for the NE 137th/138th Avenue Improvement Project was held from 4-7 p.m. on 
Thursday, November 13, 2008, at the Evergreen Public Schools Administrative Services “Evergreen 
Conference Room,” 13501 NE 28th Street in Vancouver, Washington. Twenty-nine attendees signed in 
and viewed exhibits (see Appendix A—Open House Exhibits). Project staff members were available to 
answer questions, and comment forms were provided to record attendee input. Information, including a 
“how to” video, on roundabouts was also included. 

The open house was promoted via a newsletter mailing, press release, and newspaper advertisements. The 
newsletter mailing was distributed via saturation carrier-route mail to 17,248 addresses in the project area. 
A press release announcing the open house was sent to the City of Vancouver’s regular distribution list, 
which includes the Camas Post Record, Oregonian, Daily Insider, Columbian, Battle Ground Reflector, 
and KATU’s Vancouver Bureau. An advertisement was placed in the Columbian and Oregonian (North 
Zone). 

PROJECT BACKGROUND 

The City of Vancouver is proposing improvements to NE 137th/138th Avenue from NE 28th to NE 49th 
streets. These improvements will upgrade the roadway to current Minor Arterial standards to provide 
enhanced safety, improve access to fronting properties, and minimize traffic delays. Features of the 
project will include roadway widening, streetscape and drainage improvements, pedestrian and bicycle 
facilities, utility upgrades and relocations, right of way needs evaluation, and environmental evaluation. 
Improvements will also benefit the NE 49th Street, NE 39th Street, NE 18th Street, and NE 28th Street 
corridors. 

At the previous open house (June 25, 2008), the project team presented three alternatives for the public’s 
consideration. Based on citizen input and further analysis, the project team has determined that “Option 
Y” is best suited for projected traffic capacity, safety, and pedestrian and bicycle needs. This option 
includes roundabouts at NE 34th, 39th, and 44th streets. While this alternative would be safer, it would 
require some out-of-direction travel for residents. In addition, citizen requests resulted in the City of 
Vancouver conducting another round of public education on roundabouts to help familiarize drivers with 
their use. 

OPEN HOUSE COMMENTS 
Six response forms were completed and the following comments were recorded: 
 



 

 

• Option Y preferred. Bike lanes are welcome. However, bike lanes at roundabouts should be 
addressed. At the current roundabout at 49th, bike lanes dump onto sidewalks. Although the bike 
lane should be dashed leading up to ramp onto sidewalk, offering cyclists the option of traveling 
through the roundabout. While this is perfectly legal to do now, better designed bike lanes would 
improve cyclists’ apparent options. There should also be more crosswalks mid-block, such as 
between NE 35th Circle and NE 36th St., 42nd St., etc. I also like the roundabout very much as a 
cyclist, as they improve traffic flow, minimizing stopping, and for cars, idling, which will 
therefore reduce emissions. 

• Very informative and well planned meeting. Existing roundabout working well on 49th St. I am 
looking forward to the completed project. 

• I'm happy with the layout except for all the turnabouts. Was hoping more for the three lanes. I 
would like a wall built along my property too. 

• We approve of the concept as well as the plan. I did not see the options, but the plan appears well 
thought out. We have lived in cities with roundabouts and like the concept. Learning time to 
adjust is minimal. Traffic snags are lessened near to lights and accidents. Accidents were reduced. 
I'm sure air quality will not be nearly as bad as lights with the projected traffic increase. Bike & 
walking lanes improve the safety. Once the public uses it they will adjust and like it. The 
landscaping and curb appeal will be exponentially improved. Question- Is lack of availability to 
have two lanes short sighted due to 2-lane traffic already existing from Mill Plain to 28th? 

• First, the city is too poor to do this. The entire project is insane! People will be driving farther to 
go on a route that will get them into their own driveways. The centerline barriers are a huge waste 
of money. Likewise, whose bright idea was it to put in the signal light on 49th Street at 121st 
(122nd)? Traffic flowed well before the signal came in. Now I've had to sit on 49th Street waiting 
to turn left to go north with no other vehicles in the intersection. The signal light is not necessary. 

• Unable to go north on 138th by current plans. 234 homes in the same boat. Leave out median but 
keep sidewalks. Engineers are adamant on what cannot be done. Why not a turnaround at 31st 
Street? Keep one at 34th Street. 

 



 

 

Appendix A—Open House Exhibits 



NE 137TH/138TH AVENUE
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 

N E  2 8 T H  S T R E E T  T O  N E  4 9 T H  S T R E E T

SECTION ALTERNATIVES MATRIX
Option X Option Y Option Z

Roadway Section Data Three Lane with Center Turn 
Lane (w/ one roundabout)

Two Lane with Median 
(w/three roundabouts)

Two Lane with Median 
and Left Turn Pockets 
(w/ one roundabout)

Right of Way 70’ 70’ 70’

Curb to Curb Width 46’ 48 ‘ 48’

Median Type (Width) Center Left Turn (12’ wide) Continuous Raised  (8’ wide)
Cont. Raised with Lt Turn 

Pockets (2) (8’ Wide)

Roundabout Locations 39th Street 34th, 39th and 44th Streets 39th Street

6’ Sidewalk Yes Yes Yes

6’ Bike Lanes Yes Yes Yes

Sidewalk Planter Strip Yes Yes Yes

Median Landscaping No Yes Yes

Roadway Service Criteria Roadway Service Criteria

Legend Best �   Good Worse

Through Traffi c Capacity  (1) �  Through Traffi c Capacity – Amount of vehicles the roadway can accommodate.

Traffi c Design Life  �  Traffi c Design Life – Length of time before additional lanes may be necessary.

Roadway Safety  (1) � Roadway Safety – Reduced accident potential.

Neighborhood Access � Neighborhood Access – Ability for motorist to enter, exit, or cross 137th/138th Avenue. 

Driveway Safety  (1) � � Driveway Safety – Safety for motorist to enter and exit driveways.

Driveway Access Options � Driveway Access Options – Ability for motorist to turn right or left when entering or exiting driveways.

Out of Direction Travel � Out of Direction Travel – Extra travel caused by turn restrictions.

Pedestrian Circulation/Access � Pedestrian Circulation/Access – Opportunities for pedestrians to cross 137th/138th.

Bicycle Circulation/Access � Bicycle Circulation/Access – Opportunities for bicyclists to travel along and cross 137th/138th

Right of Way Needed for Roundabout(s) � � Right of Way Needed for Roundabout (s)– Additional right of way required for the intermediate roundabouts at 34th and 44th.

Green Design Opportunities � Green Design Opportunities – Available space in the roadway section for landscaping and “green” storm water treatment opportunities.
(1) Turning movements create safety concerns, which could also impact roadway capacity.  Median barrier curbs may be necessary at key locations.
(2) Left turn pockets at public streets only (30th St., 32nd St., 44th St., & 45th St.)
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PROPOSED DRIVEWAY ACCESS EXAMPLES

NOTE: Specifi c driveway/turnaround layout is dependent on specifi c property confi guration and area available.



OPEN HOUSE #2 COMMENTS

Comments received at the June 25, 2008, open 
house focused on the following topics:

• Driveway access

• Medians

• Roundabouts

• Landscape maintenance

• Traffic safety

• Bicycle access, particularly in roundabouts

• Construction timing

• Road width

• Traffic operations between and in the 
roundabouts
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