
 

 

CITY OF VANCOUVER 

NORTHEAST 137TH AVENUE CORRIDOR COMPLETION  

SOUNDING BOARD SUMMARY 
 

DATE: 29 October 2014 

PURPOSE:  Sounding Board No. 1 

LOCATION:  City of Vancouver Firehouse 4 

ATTENDANCE 

 Hassan Abdalla, City of Vancouver 

 Greg Jellison, HDJ Design Group 

 Jennifer Colbert, BergerABAM  

 Tim Reddington, Northeast 137th Avenue 

Resident 

 Steve Downing, Burnt Bridge Creek 

Neighborhood Association  

 Hailey Heath, North Image Neighborhood 

Association 

PROJECT BACKGROUND 

The City of Vancouver plans to improve Northeast 137th Avenue from 49th Street to Fourth Plain 

Boulevard to address safety and congestion issues. The project will upgrade that section of the 

road to current urban standards, including pedestrian and bicycle facilities. The improvements will 

enhance safety, manage access to the fronting properties, and minimize delay now caused by 

turning vehicles. The City has already improved Northeast 137th Avenue from Mill Plain 

Boulevard to 49th Street, so this is the last segment of the corridor that needs improvement. 

Though project right-of-way acquisition and construction have not yet been funded, completing 

design and environmental work are important to move this project forward.  

EVENT OVERVIEW 

The City has begun the design and environmental processes to complete improvements in the 

Northeast 137th Avenue Corridor, from Northeast 49th Street to Fourth Plain Boulevard. 

Consultant HDJ Design Group has been hired to assist with this portion of the project. 

Stakeholders along this corridor were invited to participate in a sounding board to provide input 

and help inform design considerations for the future Northeast 137th Avenue improvements. This 

is the first of three sounding board meetings.  

DISCUSSION 

Mr. Hassan Abdalla, engineering manager for the City’s Public Works, welcomed participants and 

provided a project overview and history of the City’s Northeast 137th/138th Avenue corridor 

improvement project. Mr. Greg Jellison, project manager with HDJ Design Group, provided an 

explanation of project and goals for design planning to include results from preliminary analyses 

(traffic, archaeologic, geotechnical). Mrs. Jennifer Colbert, public involvement lead with 

BergerABAM, provided an overview of the project’s stakeholder involvement activities and future 

opportunities for participation listed in upcoming events below. The following items were 

discussed. 
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 Traffic modeling for Northeast 137th Avenue is planning for 2035.  

 The speed limit on Northeast 137th Avenue from Mill Plain Boulevard to 49th Street will most 

likely be reduced to 35 mph after construction. 

 Designers are considering a three-lane road on the north end of Northeast 137th Avenue that 

tapers into a two-lane road as it passes through the wetlands. 

 There is a need for public education on traveling roundabouts. The City’s roundabout 

educational material will be made available at the open house and is currently available on the 

City’s website. 

 The recent striping change on the 49th Street roundabout (two lanes to one) has caused traffic 

to stop and driver confusion. The City will review these changes. 

 A lower maintenance roundabout is preferred. The current landscaping in the 49th Street 

roundabout is overgrown, unpleasing to the eye, and not regularly maintained by the City. 

 Future Burnt Bridge Creek trail access will be allowed during design.  

 Potential right-of-way requirements and intersection options were discussed with the visual 

aid of an aerial map of the project site. The flexibility of the roundabout design was discussed 

and how it could be adjusted to avoid items, such as trees or the Bonneville Power 

Administration towers.  

 Engineers will incorporate stakeholder feedback into the design of the corridor upgrade and 

present various design options at the next sounding board.  

UPCOMING STAKEHOLDER EVENTS 

Sounding Board Meeting No. 2: Project design 

Date: Thursday, 13 November, 5:30 to 7 p.m. 

Location: City of Vancouver Firehouse 4, 6701 Northeast 147th Avenue, Vancouver, WA 98682 

Open House No. 1: Project design alternatives 

Date: Wednesday, 3 December, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

Location: Burnt Bridge Creek Elementary School, 14619 NE 49th St, Vancouver, WA 98682 

Sounding Board Meeting No. 3: Review of design at 30 percent complete 

Date: To be determined – Approximately January/February 2015 

Location: City of Vancouver Firehouse 4, 6701 Northeast 147th Avenue, Vancouver, WA 98682 

Open House No. 2: 30 percent design review 

Date: To be determined – Approximately February 2015, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

Location: Burnt Bridge Creek Elementary School, 14619 Northeast 49th Street, Vancouver, WA 

98682 

 


