
Chapter 20.660 

AUTO DEALERSHIP PLAN DISTRICT 

Sections: 

20.660.010 Purpose. 

20.660.020 Applicability. 

20.660.030 Sign Standards. 

20.660.040 Other Standards. 

Section 20.660.010 Purpose. 

These regulations are intended to serve the distinct needs of auto dealers and help create and maintain a 

cohesive appearance for auto dealerships within the Auto Dealership Plan District. For the purpose of the 

Auto Dealership Plan District, auto dealers are defined as businesses whose primary purpose is the sale of 

automobiles. 
(M-3733, Added, 01/23/2006, Sec 3) 

 

 

Section 20.660.020 Applicability. 

A. Except as provided for in this Chapter (20.660), all other provisions of Title 20 (City of Vancouver, 

Land Use and Development Code) shall apply to the plan districts, including the use tables and the 

underlying zoning district standards. The proposed plan districts do not prohibit uses or development 

allowed by the base zone. 

 

B. Auto Dealership Plan. The Auto Dealership Plan District is hereby established pursuant to the 

provisions of VMC 20.600 (Plan Districts). There may be more than one auto dealer within each area. 

Expansion of an existing plan district and/or the creation of a new district will be subject to a Type IV 

review process.  

 

C. Establishment of Boundaries. The boundaries of the area(s) within which these regulations apply are 

illustrated in Figure 20.660-1. 

 

 1. Area 1: Properties along the east and west sides of NE Auto Mall Drive and auto dealers directly to 

the south fronting on NE Fourth Plain Boulevard. 

 

 2. Area 2: The northwest corner of the intersection of SR-500 and Andresen Boulevard and the 

property located directly across the street to the north of NE 40th Street. 

 

 3.  Area 3: Properties located east of NE 66th Avenue and north of Fourth Plain Boulevard. 

 

 



 
(M-3858, Amended, 12/17/2007, Sec2; M-3733, Added, 01/23/2006, Sec 3) 

 

 

Section 20.660.030 Sign Standards. 



Unless noted in this chapter, all other sign regulations, standards, and permits in 20.960 – Signs shall 

apply with the following exceptions: 

 

A. Free-standing signs 

 

 1. Allowable area: 1.75 sq. ft. total per linear foot of property frontage on which the sign is located. 

No one sign face can be more than 0.875 sq. ft. per linear foot.  

 

 2. Number of signs: One (1) complex sign is allowed per plan district entrance where entrance is 

defined as public street access into the plan district. Additionally, one (1) franchise sign is allowed per 

entrance to each dealership within the district boundaries. 

 

 3. Height of signs: Maximum 30' to be measured from grade to top of sign, except in cases where the 

property abuts or is immediately adjacent to a state or federal highway. In these instances, the allowable 

height is 45’.  

 

 4. Encroachment above public right-of-way: Maximum allowed encroachment is 3', but not closer 

than 2' from curb line. Minimum allowed height to bottom of sign is 10'. 

 

B. Changing image signs       

 

 1. Existing. Existing changing image signs are permitted and may be replaced or altered provided the 

sign area is not increased and the brightness of the sign is not increased. Maximum height of signs to be 

30’ measured from grade to top of sign, except in cases where the property abuts or is immediately 

adjacent to a state or federal highway. In these instances, the allowable height is 45’.  

 

 2. New. No new changing image signs are permitted.  

 

C. Fascia or wall signs 

 

 1. Allowable area: Maximum 12% of building elevation on which the sign is erected. Minimum of 30 

sq. ft.; maximum of 250 sq. ft. 

 

 2. Number of signs: No more than a total of two (2) per franchise per elevation. 

 

 3. Height of sign: No sign shall extend more than 3' above parapet or eave line. 

 

 4. Encroachment above public right-of-way. Per 20.960.060D4, no encroachment allowed for signs 

less than 8' above grade; encroachment allowed if not to exceed 3' for signs 8' to 10' above grade, 4' for 

signs 10' to 12' above grade, and 6' for signs more than 12' above grade. 

 

D. Directional signs. 

 

 1. Allowable area: 8 sq. ft. per side per sign. 

 

 2. Number of signs: One per each side of driveway access to each dealership. 

 

 3. Height of sign: Maximum 4' from grade to top of sign. 

 

 4. Sign placement shall comply with the sight vision clearance triangle as required by Section 20.985. 

 



E. Banners 

 

 1. Allowable types: Wall-hung, pole-hung, or affixed to permanent canopies or membrane structures. 

 

 2. Allowable area: Wall-hung banners or banners affixed to a canopy shall not exceed 100 sq. ft. in 

size per banner. Pole-hung banners shall not exceed 40 sq. ft. in size.  

 

 3. Number of banners: Wall-hung banners shall not exceed more than 15% of the allowable signs per 

dealership. Wall-hung banners shall not cover permanent signage or address numbers. No more than one 

pole-hung banner shall be located on each side of any on-site pole or light standard. There are no 

restrictions on the number of pole-hung banners per dealership. 

 

F. Permanent Portable Signs 

 

 1. Purpose: Consistent with 20.960.090A1, permanent portable signs shall be defined as “on-site” 

signs placed in the right-of-way along the business frontage and on the same side of the street as the 

building or establishment which it advertises. Permanent portable signs shall be meant for continuous 

display during the hours the business is open and shall have the primary purpose of identifying the 

business. They also shall be allowed for the purpose of directing persons to the premises. 

 

 2. Allowable area: Maximum size of sign shall be 9 sq. ft. per sign face, with a maximum of two sign 

faces per sign. 

 

 3. Number of signs: One per each side of driveway access to each dealership. 

 

 4. Height of signs: Maximum 36" from grade to top of sign. 

 

 5. Duration: Permanent portable signs may be on display in the right-of-way during the hours the 

business is in operation. 

 

G. Temporary Portable Signs 

 

 1. Purpose: Temporary portable signs may be placed in the right-of-way within the Plan District for 

the purpose of advertising. Temporary portable signs may be used to advertise the dealership or a special 

event at the dealership. 

 

 2. Allowed area: Maximum size of sign shall be 9 sq. ft. per sign face, with a maximum of two sign 

faces per sign.  

 

 3. Number of signs: Maximum number of 3 signs per dealership. 

 

 4. Height of signs: Maximum 36" from grade to top of sign. 

 

 5. Duration: Temporary portable signs may be on display in the right of way during the hours the 

dealership is open.  

 

 6. Location: No temporary portable signs shall be located outside the designated plan district.  

 

H. Permit Requirement Exemptions. The following shall not require a sign permit: 

 

 1. Banners 



 

 2. Portable Signs (temporary or permanent) 
(M-3733, Added, 01/23/2006, Sec 3) 

 

 

Section 20.660.040 Other Standards. 

A. Canopies 

 

 1. Purpose: Canopies may be erected by Auto Dealers on their lots for the purpose of sheltering 

employees and customers from inclement weather 

 

 2. Definition: A structure, enclosure, or shelter constructed of fabric or pliable materials supported by 

any manner, except by air or the contents it protects, and open without sidewalls or drops on 75% or more 

of the perimeter, consistent with Vancouver Fire Code Title 16, Section 16.04.060 and the International 

Fire Code (IFC). 

 

 3. Approval criteria: Canopies may be erected on a permanent year-round basis if the following 

criteria are met: 

 

 a. Less than or equal to 700 square feet in size.  

 

 b. Located more than 12 feet from another structure and other canopies. 

 

 4. Permit requirements: Canopies are subject to a Type 1 permit review process. 

 

 5. Exclusions: The following activities shall not be permitted under canopies: 

 

 a. Open flames such as barbecues. 

 

B. Featured Vehicle Display  

 

Featured Vehicle Display is the “showcasing” of motor vehicles outdoors within the plan district. 

Maximum of two (2) featured vehicles, per dealership, may be displayed in the setback and landscaped 

areas within the Plan District.  
(M-3733, Added, 01/23/2006, Sec 3) 

 

 

 


